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A number of approaches to 
strengthen youth participation in 

Europe has been undertaken within 
the last years, both at the level of 
offi cial European and national politics 
as well as at the level of non-govern-
mental actors. The European White 
Paper process played a decisive role 
in this development and had a positi-
ve infl uence on youth organisations, 
initiatives, and individuals in giving 
impulse for new ideas and projects. 
It is obvious that participation is an 
issue of high interest in the European 
and in national youth policies now.

But nevertheless, there is still a lack 
of knowledge about the different 
national approaches and strategies 
in the fi eld of youth participation. 
A common European strategy or a 
common European understanding is 
also missing. This is the reason why 
the European Conference on Youth 
Participation with the motto “Please 
do disturb!” was held. From 7 to 10 
April 2005, municipal offi cers from 
Spain, social scientists from Finland, 
British youth workers, ministerial re-
sponsibles from Belgium, young peo-
ple from youth organisations from 
Poland, and more than 130 other 
experts met in Hanover to intensively 
discuss how to improve youth partici-
pation at European level. 

During the three days in Hanover 
numerous speeches, nine intensive 
workshops, a panel discussion, and 
an Open Space with 30 workshops 
and more took place. In the Open 
Space participants were given the 
opportunity to set up their own 
agenda and to take responsibility for 
their interests and their method and 
approach to work and discuss. As a 
frame for all these debates, a project 

market was created where partici-
pants could present their projects. 
This market served also as a stage for 
some of the European pilot projects 
in youth participation which have 
been funded by the European Com-
mission in the last two years.
 
As an important result of all the 
debates and discussions, the partici-
pants agreed on a “Hanover Decla-
ration on Youth Participation”. The 
declaration gives concrete recom-
mendations for more participation in 
civic life in the community of young 
people, for more participation in the 
system of representative democracy, 
and for more support for various 
forms of learning to participate. 

The now present documentation 
shows an extract from the confe-
rence. Of course, it cannot refl ect the 
whole atmosphere or the entirety of 
the intensive debates. But it never-
theless provides an impressive over-
view of the speeches, the workshops, 
and the essentials of the Open Space.  
Furthermore, you can fi nd photos, 
interviews, and some examples of 
the projects. 

The conference is a good example 
of how an intensive exchange at 
European level in such an important 
fi eld like youth participation can look 
like. We therefore hope that this do-
cumentation is not only the summary 
of a conference, but that it stimulates 
the reader to further projects and 
events of this kind. 

Editorial
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Iwould like to begin by extending 
a warm welcome to the representa-

tive of the Council of Europe, Mr 
Peter Lauritzen, and of the European 
Youth Forum, Mr Renaldas Vaisbro-
das.

On behalf of the Federal Ministry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Wom-
en and Youth, it is a pleasure for me 
to welcome all of today‘s participants 
to Hanover and to the European spe-
cialist conference ’Please do disturb 
– European Conference on Youth 
Participation‘. 
I am gratifi ed to see that more than 
30 European countries are represent-
ed here today.

One of the reasons why we are here 
is that we all agree that the full and 
effective participation of young peo-
ple in social life and in decision-mak-
ing processes is of great importance.

Our societies‘ capacity for progress 
is based, among other things, on 
the capacity to incorporate the 
contribution and responsibility 
of young people in building and 
designing the future. In addition to 
their  intellectual contribution and 
ability to mobilise support, young 
people bring with them unique per-
spectives that need to be taken into 
account. Since many political fi elds 
are conditioned by the economic, 
social and political participation 
of youth, the recognition of the 
importance of youth participation is 
of critical importance.
Youth organisations are important 
fora for developing the skills neces-
sary for effective participation in 
society and for promoting toler-
ance, increased co-operation and 
exchange among youth.

The purpose of this conference is to 
once again identify – by means of 
discourse – the actions taken, as well 
as those yet required, in various fi elds 
of society on behalf of young people, 
to compile and compare the various 
experiences and existing strategies 
and to learn from each other‘s con-
crete experiences in local, regional, 
national or international projects or 
campaigns.

I therefore assume that, today, the 
German National Agency for the 
European YOUTH Programme suc-
ceeded in inviting the right people to 
the right place at the right time. You 
are all experts in this fi eld. Your opin-
ion matters, and I hope that, over the 
next few days, you will fi nd good, if 
not the best framework conditions to 
effectively participate in this ongoing 
process.

There are shared objectives for the 
participation and information of 
young people in the EU.
As part of the implementation proc-
ess initiated after adoption of the 
European Union‘s White Paper “A 
New Impetus for European Youth” 
in 2001, the European Commission 
sent questionnaires to all Member 
States in July 2001 in order to obtain 
a fi rst European overview on the 
subjects of “participation” and “in-
formation”. A synthesis report was 
compiled, based on the responses of 
the Member States and numerous 
consultations with youth asso-
ciations and non-organised young 
people, and shared objectives and 
“action lines” were developed. These 
were adopted at the Council of the 
Eurpean Union on 25th November 
2003, in the form of an EU regula-
tion (DOC 295/04).

The following common objec-
tives were agreed to after a rigorous 
process of consultation which also 
ensured intense youth participation 
at all levels.

Parallel to this, objectives focusing 
on increasing information opportuni-
ties for young people were agreed 
upon as a necessary requirement for 
providing optimum participation op-
portunities, for example by improving 
young people‘s access to information 
services, by increasing the  provision 
of high-quality information or by 
encouraging young people‘s involve-
ment in creating information that is 
aimed at reaching their peers (DOC: 
C 295/04).

In addition, the Member States 
agreed to implement the ’method 
of open co-ordination‘ and thus an 
intensive youth participation process 
for all further negotiation and imple-
mentation stages as part of the EU 
White Paper process.

Germany did not only welcome these 
developments at EU level, but actively 
infl uenced these intense negotia-
tions around the White Paper process 
by contributing vigorously, experi-
menting with new forms of youth 
participation and sharing the German 
experience with colleagues from the 
various Member States at all levels as 
well as with the European Commis-
sion and the European Parliament.

This process is an ongoing one since 
we have the White Paper ’A New 
Impetus for European Youth‘ which 
is supposed to be continued. For 
the Federal Republic of Germany, 
the participation of young people 
was, is and will continue to be one 

Barbara Wurster
Head of Department 515 European Youth Policy, 
German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth
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of the key elements of a demo-
cratic society. Those with political 
responsibility are challenged to 
strengthen participation in political 
opinion-forming and decision-mak-
ing processes and to create the right 
environment for it.
The National Action Plan (UN) “A 
World Fit for Children” under the 
auspices of the Federal Ministry 
for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 
Women and Youth has been drawn 
up together with the Laender, local 
authorities, the relevant associa-
tions as well as children and young 
people. The chapter “Participation of 
Children and Young People” is a part 
of this National Action Plan. The 
National Action Plan identifi es the 
different fi elds where participation 

opportunities exist for young people 
and contains specifi c measures and 
proposals in this regard.

“Project P – get involved”
The Federal Republic wants to mobilise 
young people and adults in political 
decision-making positions, strengthen 
existing forms of participation and 
develop and try out new ones. This 
is where the Federal Government‘s 
nationwide campaign “Project P – get 
involved” (P stands for Politics and 
Participation) kicks in to counter the 
growing political apathy among young 
people. The Federal Government sees 
this campaign as the implementation 
of Article 12 of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child as well as the imple-
mentation of the White Paper process.

This is designed to counter the worry-
ing results of the relevant youth stud-
ies, to encourage dialogue between 
politics and young people, to over-
come the growing political distance 
from young people and the frequently 
perceived distance of young people 
from politicians. Project P aims to allow 
children and young people to be able 
to introduce their needs, interests, 
hopes, fears and problems into plan-
ning and decision-making processes in 
their immediate living environment and 
at all political levels while having them 
accept their duties and responsibilities 
as well. Project P primarily wants to 
mobilise children and young people 
over the age of 12, as well as adults, to 
access power and take part in decision-
making processes in politics, business 

Example of good practice

International Human Rights Educational Network
Hungary, Romania, Serbia & Montenegro, Ukraine

The aim of this project is tolerance 
teaching and human rights promo-
tion in Hungary, Romania, Serbia & 
Montenegro, and the Ukraine. The 
project is carried out by the Martin 
Luther King Organisation based in 
Budapest/Hungary, and it is fi nanced 
by the European Union‘s Phare Ac-
cess Programme. 
The direct target group of the project 
is youth: groups of high-school 
students from the regions mentioned 
above.
The indirect target group is the envi-
ronment of these students: fi rst of all 
their collegues and teachers but also 
their families, friends, etc.

Participating in this project means 
many things for the students: 

-  taking part in training courses and 
seminars

-  organising one-day events in their 
own high schools, attracting atten-
tion

-  helping the project through their 
innovative ideas in making it more 
exciting and more useful 

The experience made so far in the 
project is that intolerance roots in a 
lack of information, and if youngsters 
learn about human rights, about 
other cultures, other people, it will 
change their points of view.

Contact person:
Réka-Mária Fazakas
E-mail:
fazi_reka@yahoo.com
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and society, to strengthen existing par-
ticipation forms and develop, try out 
and permanently establish new forms 
of participation. The Federal Govern-
ment is also concerned with addressing 
children and young people with an 
immigrant background and motivat-
ing them to participate in community 
activities.

The Federal Ministry for Family Af-
fairs, Senior Citizens, Women and 
Youth has joined with the Federal 
Offi ce for Civic Education and the 
German Federal Youth Council 
to form an alliance for action to 
conduct campaigns in 2004/2005. 
Alongside local projects, a major 
youth meeting (from 10th  to 12th  
June) in Berlin and an accompanying 
media offensive are part of the cam-
paign. The campaign‘s participation 
projects will be conducted according 
to thematic priorities ’Project P has 
already reached more than 17 mil-
lion people. There are 200 regional 
and national  Project P projects. It is 
estimated that over 850,000 young 
people are informed about Project P. 
Only two months after the corre-
sponding website was set up, more 
than 25,000 users per month were 
recorded and 125,000 pages had 
been visited. 

One of the initiatives under this 
project is the “Come in Contract 
– negotiating eye to eye”. Almost six 
million children and young people 
who are members of the 45 member 
organisations of the German Federal 
Youth Council (which is represented 
here) have been invited under this 
programme to conclude “bilateral 
agreements” with relevant decision 
makers in their regions on joint local 
and regional projects. Even now, 
youth councils and youth organisa-
tions in all of the Federal States are 
implementing more than 100 local 
projects under this “Come in Con-
tract” programme.

Since 23rd  March, we have an “Eu-
ropean Youth Pact”  launched by the 
European Council.
For the very fi rst time, the 25-mem-
ber Council of European Youth 
Ministers was able to infl uence the 
agenda of the European Council and, 
following their proposal, the Euro-
pean Council underlined the impor-
tance of this youth initiative which is 
basically a fi rst set of guidelines for 
specifi c reforms to strengthen the 
youth aspect in all spheres of policy 
which are related to youth and to the 
Lisbon strategy. 

The guidelines refer to employment 
and social integration as well as to 
education/qualifi cation and the mo-
bility of young people. Their purpose 
is to pay the necessary attention to 
all members of society and also to 
improve frame-work conditions to 
secure the optimal balancing of fam-
ily life and work.

In this context of the participa-
tion of young people and youth 
organisations, the pact is also of 

great importance. Its pre-emi-
nence should be assured, not only 
through the European Youth Forum 
but also – fully in line with the phi-
losophy of the White Paper process  
–  by young people and their youth 
organisations in all of the Member 
States. 
In this spirit, I would like to en-
courage you also to at least start 
discussing at least some initial ideas 
on how to implement the European 
Youth Pact and perhaps to focus, 
in particular, on discussing what, in 
your view, the effective participa-
tion of young people in this pact 
could look like in the future.

Summary
• We are all participants in an ongo-

ing process of exchange of experi-
ence on ’Participation‘,

• participation infl uences local, 
regional, national as well as more 
global political levels and, above 
all, co-operation in the youth policy 
fi eld at EU level,

• please use all of the opportunities 
at your disposal to contribute in 
your own interest and in the inter-
est of the societies in which you 
live,

• use these three days which provide 
a framework for further exchange  
and progress,

• at the same time, enjoy having this 
opportunity to meet and to learn 
from each other’s experiences,

• your recommendations are of 
interest to the Ministry I represent, 
to Germany, the European Union 
– our Europe – and I hope will be 
of benefi t to you.

Even though – to my great regret 
– the EU Commission was unable to 
send a representative to this event, 

Opening | Barbara Wurster
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I am sure that it will be informed 
in detail about the outcome of this 
conference.

Finally allow me to take this opportu-
nity while I still have the microphone 
to express a special vote of thanks 
to the head of the National Agency, 
Mr Wicke, and to Mr Siebel as well 
as to the two partner organisations, 
the National Agencies from Poland 
and the Netherlands, which played a 
major role in organising this event!
My thanks to you  - and to all of your 
colleagues behind the scenes – for 
your commitment in bringing us here 
together!

I wish us all a fruitful conference, lots 
of ideas, good co-operation, the best 
possible results and I ask that you 
please do not just silently observe 
– but do get involved!

Example of good practice

CIDEAS – Citoyenneté par la Démocratie Associative
(citizenship through democracy in NGOs)
France

The aim of this project is to encour-
age active participation of young 
people through voluntary service in 
youth and cultural centres. 
The project is carried out by 10 
European volunteers, 18-25, from 7 
different countries; they have vari-
ous profi les, but most of them were 
students or working after graduate 
studies. Some had  previous experi-
ence in volunteer activities in NGOs, 
others discovered NGOs.
And also by 10 French young people, 
18-25; they were members of youth 
and cultural centres or young youth 
workers in these centres.

Activities and productions
In the different youth centres and 
cultural associations the young vol-
unteers participate in the everyday 
activities (youth work or cultural 
co-ordination), attend each statutory 
meeting, and are involved in special 
events related to citizenship and 
democracy (exhibitions, conferences, 
youth work activities, ...).
As part of co-ordinated activities, 
the young people followed three 
training courses: one month of 
intensive French course, 2 days of 
NGO life training and 10 months on 
the management of NGOs. This last 
training they followed together with 
the 10 French participants.
They realised a CD-ROM on Europe 
(history, geography, and culture 
for young people aged 12-18), an 
interactive exhibition called Young 
European Citizen (on Europe, Youth, 
Citizenship, and NGOs for young 

people aged 15-20), and created 
an Internet web site on Europe for 
youth and their experience in France 
(www.cideas.org). It was hard work 
for them, but they learned project 
methodology, they found fi nancial 
or technical partners, they learned 
how to work in teams, to plan their 
activities, to really work by them-
selves.
Two youth exchanges are initially 
planned and will allow groups of 
young Europeans to meet other 
Europeans in France or in other 
European countries.

Each participant was encouraged 
to initiate a project to be put into 
practice at the end of their experi-
ence in France: they carried out 
3 collective projects and are now 
spreading them all around the 
region to encourage young French 
people to discover Europe, they 
are thinking of how to prolong 
their experience at the end of the 
project. On the whole, more than 
one thousand young people from 
the region (from schools or youth 
NGOs) participated in some events 
related to the CIDEAS project 
(youth centres, everyday life in 
young workers houses, participa-
tion in youth councils, surveys for 
the projects, interactive exhibition, 
CD-ROM, ...)

Contact person:
Emmanuelle Davignon
E-mail:
frmjcent@noos.fr
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Dear Ms Wurster, dear Mr Laurit-
zen, dear Mr Vaisbrodas, ladies 

and gentlemen!

On behalf of the European Commis-
sion I would like to welcome you to 
today’s expert meeting “Please do 
disturb - European Conference on 
Youth Participation”. Regrettably, 
in view of multiple prior commit-
ments, I am not able to attend the 
conference: Likewise, Commission 
services are currently fully commit-
ted to a number of high-priority 
dossiers in youth policy. I trust, 
however, that the Commission’s 
absence is not going to be detri-
mental to the event’s success. You 
can be sure that the outcome and 
conclusions of this conference will 
be studied in the Commission with 
great care.

You have gathered here from all over 
Europe in order to discuss, during the 
coming days, the subject of youth 
participation. Exchanging positive ex-
periences, learning from one another, 
and forging new shared initiatives and 
projects will all be on your agenda. You 
will also strive to draft, from your – the 
experts’ – perspective, proposals and 
recommendations to policy makers 
and administrators. From the Commis-
sion’s point of view this can be an ideal 
starting point for an open dialogue 
that we want to maintain in European 
co-operation in youth matters, not only 
at the offi cial level with representatives 
of Member States, but similarly with 
practitioners, with scientists, and with 
young people themselves.

With the 2001 White Paper “A 
new impetus for European Youth” 

the Commission has given fresh 
momentum to European co-opera-
tion in youth policy. Fostering youth 
participation has been at the core 
of our thematic priorities. At the 
same time the White Paper paved 
the way for the Open Method of 
Co-ordination. Both these topics are 
to be discussed at your conference, 
which is thus a useful occasion of 
having your feedback, of stock-
taking and of perhaps launching 
further initiatives; for the White 
Paper’s momentum must not be 
allowed to dissipate. What about 
the Open Method of Co-ordination? 
Has it proved successful or does 
the balance between fl exibility and 
effectiveness of the method need to 
be reassessed? And how to design a 
consultative process involving young 
people so as to initiate a continuous, 

Compliments from Pierre Mairesse
Acting Director for Youth, Sport and Relation with the Citizen, Directorate General for Education and Culture, 
European Commission

Example of good practice

Come in Contract 
Germany

“Come in Contract” is an initiative of 
the German Federal Youth Council 
(Deutscher Bundesjugendring), the 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Sen-
ior Citizens, Women, and Youth and 
the Federal Agency for Civic Education 
(Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung). 

“Come in Contract” is also a modul 
of Projekt P, the German-wide cam-
paign for more youth participation.

“Come in contract” gives young 
people the possibility to invent their 
own project in which they come in 
contract with one or more decision 
makers (be it a politician or another 
person responsible for important de-

cisions) of their local or even regional 
community. The idea behind this 
concept is that children and young 
people are motivated to formulate 
demands and wishes, they are inter-
ested in the life of their communities, 
and they are able to take responsibil-
ity, but under the condition that they 
can see the relevance of their acting 
and their behaviour. They want to 
be taken serious, and they want to 
see concrete results of their recom-
mendations and demands. This shall 
be guarenteed by ‘signing’ contracts 
with decision makers from the mu-
nicipalities, constituencies, institu-
tions, and what ever. These contracts 
shall create a binding commitment 

on both sides, and it can constitute 
a possibility for young people to 
experience democracy in a direct, 
perceptible way.

Until 2004, young people could apply 
for funds for their concrete projects 
to the German Federal Youth Council. 
Now they can get support through 
tools and materials in the fi eld of 
public relations and project manage-
ment. The project is going on in the 
frame of Projekt P.

Contact person:
Tanja Berger
E-mail:
tanja.berger@dbjr.de
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structured, and effective dialogue 
at the national and at the European 
level?

2005 is turning out to be a signifi cant 
year for youth. Last month, the Euro-
pean Council adopted the European 
Pact for Youth. Germany played a 
big role in this as one of the four 
countries behind the initial proposal 
for a pact. The pact will target em-
ployment, social cohesion, educa-
tion and mobility for young people, 
and its success will depend on the 
involvement of all concerned, young 
people and youth organisations 
included.

Example of good practice

European Youth Parliament 
(EYP Germany)

The concept of EYP was invented by 
Bettina Carr Allison who founded the 
European Youth Parliament in 1989 
and co-ordinated its international 
activities till 2003. Since 2004, the 
Heinz Schwarzkopf Stiftung Junges 
Europa has taken up EYP Interna-
tional and provides the EYP with an 
offi ce and a manager in Berlin. Ses-
sions, however, rely on project-based 
funding. The international sessions 
are mostly funded with EU SOCRATES 
grants on project basis regarding EYP 
as an educational project.
Since 1987, more than 30 national 
EYP committees have been founded 
upon the initiative of students who 
themselves had participated in EYP 
events. EYP Germany was founded in 
1994 as the German branch of EYP 
International. The aim was at fi rst 

only to organise a National Selection 
Conference to choose delegates for 
International Session. Today EYP Ger-
many carries out many events that 
also include international forums. 

The participants of EYP are students 
aged between 16 and 19 years. They 
are interested in discussing political 
issues with a European dimension. 
Furthermore, they are eager to get 
in touch with the youth of Europe 
in order to exchange ideas as well 
as differences in experience. – Many 
of them do not neccessarily have 
the ambition to begin a professional 
political career.

EYP is a powerful platform for 
European youth to exchange ideas 
and discuss political issues as well 

The next major development we 
can look forward to is the “Etats 
généraux de la jeunesse”, a ma-
jor consultation of young people 
across Europe that will take place 
in December. This is an initiative of 
Commissioner Figel. It will be an 
occasion for young people to express 
their views on the fi rst measures for 
implementing the Youth Pact, on the 
progress made in the open method 
of co-ordination and on the future 
political agenda. It will be preceded 
by internet and other consultations.

As you can see, participation of 
young people is therefore at the 

heart of youth policy in Europe.  
Against this background I wish you 
interesting and fruitful discussions 
and I am looking forward to learning 
about the detailed results of this 
conference.

I would like to thank the German 
YOUTH National Agency, where the 
plan for this conference originated, 
as well as its co-operation partners, 
the Polish and Dutch National Agen-
cies and the SALTO Youth Initiatives 
Resource Centre.

as experience cultural differences. 
Thus, EYP provides activities that can 
be considered as an act of European 
citizenship. EYP facilitates the discus-
sion with political decision makers at 
different events and sessions. Most 
importantly, however, the activities of 
EYP provide an active learning experi-
ence that encourages young people 
to become aware of their European 
political environment. Therefore, the 
EYP’s concept of participation does 
not include the infl uence on day-to-
day political decisions but rather aims 
at paving the ground for cross-cul-
tural debate and critical thinking.

Contact person:
Catherine Zanev
E-mail:
c.zanev@gmx.de
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Good afternoon, ladies and 
gentlemen, fellow speakers, 

on behalf of the YFJ I fi rstly want to 
thank the organisers for the invita-
tion to speak to you this afternoon. 
In particular I am pleased to have 
the opportunity to discuss youth 
participation and the role of young 
people and youth organisations in 
reinforcing and renewing democracy. 
As a preface perhaps it would be 
good to tell you a little about myself 
and the European Youth Forum. The 
YFJ itself is a pan-European youth 
platform, and our membership stret-
ches from Iceland to Azerbaijan and 
from Portugal to Russia. We were 
founded in 1997 and comprise 93 
organisations, this includes about 35 
NYCs and 57 INYGOs, which in turn 
through their member organisations 
represent and work with millions 
of young people across Europe. We 
work to promote the rights, needs 
and aspirations of young people with 
a range of institutions such as the 
European Union, Council of Europe, 
United Nations and more recently the 
World Bank. We strive to infl uence 
decision makers to work with young 
people to address the economic and 
social conditions in which millions of 
young people across Europe live. In 
the more recent past we have been 
actively involved in initiatives such as 
the EU White Paper on Youth, lob-
bying to further develop and make 
the future EU Youth Programme 
more fl exible and youth friendly. We 
were active in the European Conven-
tion which led to a specifi c reference 
in the  Draft EU Constitution which 
states that the Union shall aim at ‘en-
couraging the participation of young 
people in democratic life in Europe’...
in the coming months we will be 
launching a European campaign to 

inform young people about the draft 
constitution in advance of the rati-
fi cation process.  More recently we 
have been involved in the elaboration 
of a European Pact for Youth which 
was formally agreed by the Heads of 
State at the last EU Summit a week 
ago. 

In the last few years there has been a 
growing interest and concern about 
the issue of youth participation and 
the need to promote a more active 
citizenship among young people. 
From the local to the international 
level youth participation is on the 
agenda, as demonstrated by this 
speech by Mr Kofi  Annan, Secretary 
General of the United Nation, in 
1998 when he said: 
‘No one is born a good citizen, no 
nations are born a democracy, both 
are processes that continue to evolve 
over a lifetime. Young people must 
be included from birth. A society that 
cuts itself off from its youth severs a 
lifeline’.

However, too often we hear people 
refer to young people as if they were 
a problem to be solved, we reject 
that approach, we believe we are a 
resource to be supported, encour-
aged and empowered.  We want to 
see every young European reach their 
potential and we believe the role 
of governments and international 
bodies is to help us in that objective. 
In that work we see youth participa-
tion as a core principle which lies 
at the heart of democracy and is a 
dynamic force for social inclusion and 
active citizenship. In our view youth 
organisations, student movements 
and NGOs involving young people at 
all levels play a key role in facilitating 
young people to have their say and 

in determining their own destiny. We 
strongly believe that young people 
and their organisations must be in-
volved in decisions and actions which 
impact upon them. Unfortunately too 
often across Europe today we see 
decisions, policies, actions, meas-
ures and projects directed at young 
people rather than with them. In the 
disability movement, they have a very 
good slogan... it is ‘Nothing About 
Us, Without Us’... in other words...
we want to be involved when you 
are making decisions that affect us. 
I heard a colleague put it very well... 
he said young people want to be ac-
tors at the centre of the stage... and 
not to be treated as mere extras...
making up the numbers.

My fellow Europeans...the EU White 
Paper on Youth “A New Impetus for 
European Youth” states quite clearly 
and correctly in my view...”that 
there can be no democracy without 
participation”. However, across Eu-
rope there is the trend of less young 
people voting and being engaged in 
formal party politics. Some speech 
 of a democratic defi cit and a crisis  in 
our system of governance. This might 
create the impression that the cur  rent 
generation of young people is apa-
thetic, self-centred and individualistic, 
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who consider themselves consumers 
rather than citizens. However, our 
work and experience and research do 
not support this prognosis.  Young 
people today are as passionate and 
interested in issues from the local to 
the global as previous generations. 
So it is clear that while young people 
across Europe are increasingly be-
coming detached from party politics 
and representative democracy...that 
does not mean they have no beliefs 
or views or do not want to be in-
volved. In many cases we want a dif-
ferent and more sophisticated type of 
engagement...The consultation proc-
ess with young people leading to the 
White Paper supported that view...
time and time again, participation 
kept re-emerging as a central theme. 
Therefore it was very welcome that 
the EU Commission and Member 
States agreed to make participation 
one of the four key themes for the 
Open Method of Co-ordination proc-
ess which followed the publication of 
the White Paper.  
Other institutions too have been 
working on the issue of youth partici-
pation, the Council of Europe revised 
their European Charter on the partici-
pation on young people in local and 
regional life in 2002. Indeed the defi -
nition of youth participation which 
they adopted is a very interesting and 
one worth highlighting, it states 
‘The active participation of young 
people in decisions and actions at a 
local and regional level is essential, 
if we are to build more democratic, 
inclusive and prosperous societies. 
Participation in the democratic life 
of any community is about more 
than voting or standing for elec-
tion, although these are important 
elements. Participation and active 
citizenship is about having the right, 

the means, the space and the op-
portunity and where necessary the 
support to participate in and infl u-
ence decisions and engage in actions 
and activities so as to contribute to 
building a better society.’
Most young people get involved in 
youth organisations at a local level. 
Youth organisations and associations 
have and continue to play an impor-
tant role in the personal, social and 
cultural development of hundreds of 
thousands of young people. The ex-
perience and skills young people gain 
in these activities not only benefi ts 
them and society in the short term, 
it also by allowing young people 
to participate in activities, organise 
events, engage in decision mak-
ing and in the development of their 
own projects, helps them to become 
responsible, critical and committed 
citizens in the longer term. In other 
words it helps creating leaders and 
spreading participation at all levels 
of society.  Being involved in youth 
organisations also counteracts indi-
vidualism and consumerism which 
undermines our sense of community 
by facilitating young people not only 
to work with others, but also to 
experience the value of working with 
and for others. Thus, it makes an 
incalculable contribution to the eco-
nomic, social and cultural well-being 
of your communities, societies and 
democracies in the long term.

I would now like to explore some 
developments at European level and 
to give some examples of statements 
and policies that support the need 
and importance of youth participa-
tion. In the Laeken Declaration in 
2001, the European Heads of State 
talked about making the Union more 
democratic, transparent and effi cient. 

One of the three challenges they 
highlighted was the need ‘to bring 
citizens, and primarily the young, 
closer to the European design and 
the European Institutions’. This was 
followed-up by the EU White Paper 
on Governance which recognises the 
role of NGOs in promoting democ-
racy, the rule of law and fundamental 
human rights. That White Paper 
committed the EU to opening up 
the policy making process to more 
people and organisations. As well 
as the reference to young people I 
mentioned earlier,  Article 47 of the 
draft EU Constitution also places a 
legal duty on EU institutions to carry 
out broad consultation with civil 
society in order to ensure that the 
EU polices are coherent, effective 
and transparent. Also as I said earlier 
the Heads of State have recently 
agreed that there will be a European 
Pact for Youth to specifi cally address 
employment, training, education 
and the balance between family and 
work life. In our lobby work we had 
insisted ‘that there can be no Euro-
pean Pact for Youth without youth’. 
We are glad that EU Leaders agreed 
because their decision calls on the 
EU institutions and national govern-
ments to engage with young people 
and their organisations in developing 
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the pact. As I mentioned earlier the 
EU White Paper on Youth recognised 
the role of youth participation in 
supporting active European citizen-
ship.  Indeed, participation is one of 
the four key themes emerging from 
the White Paper...this has resulted 
over the last two years in the agree-
ment at EU level of measures called 
common objectives by all 25 Member 
States to promote and support youth 
participation. Likewise, in the EU 
YOUTH Programme we see measures 
and developments at project level 
and national level to support youth 
participation. 

What I have said today may give the 
impression that we have made a lot 
of progress in the past number of 
years. In some ways we have, the 
principle of participation is accepted 
by all. However, we have yet to 
move from the rhetoric to mak-
ing participation a reality, we have 
changed the attitudes of a lot of 
public authorities, but their old habits 
and behaviour is taking longer to 
reform. That is why the title of my 
presentation is “Youth Participation-
A Time for Rights, Commitment and 
Action”. We have to move beyond 
the fi ne statements and common 
understanding to a situation where 

young people’s right to participate 
in decisions and actions which affect 
them is made a reality and that will 
require commitment and action by 
public authorities to achieve.  
Take the EU White Paper on Youth 
for example...as one of the four 
priority areas, common objectives 
were agreed by the member states 
in the area of youth participation. In 
our view the actual common objec-
tives agreed to by the Member States 
were at best modest, although if 
implemented could make a contribu-
tion. However, despite being adopted 
in November 2003... and with 
governments supposed to produce a 
report on actions to implement the 
common objectives by the end of 
2005, we know as of today very little 
has happened in most countries. We 
really need to see more progress, if 
we are to maintain confi dence in the 
White Paper process.

At a more local and national level 
we also experience too much what 
we call “token participation” in 
other words... you have a seat at 
the table... but all the real decisions 
are made elsewhere and you are not 
listened to. When young people feel 
they are there just to make up the 
numbers, it only creates disillusion-

ment and cynicism. That is not to say 
that you should expect your views 
and ideas to be always understood 
or accepted... but there needs to be 
a sense that they were considered 
and if not accepted, there should be 
some good reasons why this was the 
case. 
We also have a problem in that some 
people think about participation as 
only being relevant in some aspects 
of young people’s lives. While youth 
NGOs have a very important role 
to play for it to be really success-
ful, we need to promote a broader 
concept of participation. Here public 
authorities must facilitate “a culture 
of participation” where young people 
are encouraged to be involved and 
engaged in decisions in all aspects of 
their lives. Alfred Smith, an American 
politician, once said ‘that the cure for 
the ills of democracy is more democ-
racy’... in other words if we want to 
address the defi cits in our political 
systems, we have to look at ways to 
reinforce and renew it. One of the 
institutions we need to work with are 
schools, since it is  an institution in 
which young people not only spend a 
considerable proportion of their lives 
and where they undertake a formal 
educational programme; it is also a 
place where many of their views and 
perspectives on life are shaped. It 
is essential that young people learn 
about participation and democracy 
while in school and that courses 
on democracy, participation and 
citizenship are available and properly 
resourced. However, school must 
also be a place where young people 
experience democracy in action and 
where their participation in deci-
sion-making is supported, promoted 
and is seen as effective. This in many 
cases is rarely the case, if you deny 
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young people the right to have a say 
in one aspect of their lives, in a very 
signifi cant one like school...it is more 
diffi cult to expect them to be active 
in the community life. 
I think the YOUTH Programme 
could also play an increasing role in 
promoting youth participation. In 
our submission on the new Youth 
Programme proposals for 2007 to 
2013 “YOUTH in Action” we call for 
the principle of youth participation 
to be embedded throughout the pro-
gramme. This means that young peo-
ple and youth organisations should 
be regularly consulted and should 
be involved in the decision making 
processes, particularly in the work of 
the National Agency. While we have 
some very good examples where 
youth organisations and national 
youth council are involved, at present 
this appears to be the exception rath-
er than the rule. This was something  
recommended by the European Par-
liament in its report “European youth: 
opening up decision-making process 
to young people” (A5-0081/2004). 
It stated that the programme should 
leave young people room to decide 
for themselves on which political and 
social issues they want to develop 
joint projects. Furthermore, it also 
recommended ‘youth organisations 
and the organisations carrying out 
projects should therefore be con-
sulted regularly with regard to the 
defi nition of the programme’s objec-
tives and priorities’.

We note that the Commission has 
very clear rules and procedures 
concerning the fi nancial governance 
of the programme. We would like 
to see the development of equally 
clear rules and procedures concern-
ing the consultation and participa-

tion of young people and youth 
organisations in the operation of the 
programme, especially in the work 
of National Agencies. Therefore we 
have proposed that the legal base 
for the YOUTH in Action programme 
provides the legal framework for 
such consultation and the greater 
involvement and participation of 
young people in decision-making in 
all aspects of the programme. Young 
people should be viewed as citizens 
and not merely consumers of the 
programme; we want to see the de-
velopment of a programme not only 
for young people but also by young 
people.

We would like to see governments 
and public authorities do more to 
create the conditions and environ-
ment to support young people to 
participate. It is not enough to invite 
young people to take part, in many 
cases they need practical support. 
This can be in the shape of informa-
tion, advice and training and where 
necessary practical and fi nancial 
support. We must also recognise that 
young people are not a homogene-
ous group and that actions must 
be adapted to meet the needs of 
different young people. In particular 
measures to encourage the par-

ticipation of the most excluded and 
isolated young people should be 
actively pursued.   

In conclusion, our goal should be 
to make progress towards a Europe 
where all young people are sup-
ported to become active citizens 
and where authorities have a real 
and meaningful say in decisions and 
actions that affect them and their 
community. If given the chance, 
young people will take a leading role 
in deciding their futures... we can by 
doing this also strengthen our demo-
cratic institutions now and into the 
future and create a more inclusive, 
cohesive and prosperous Europe. I 
will leave you with a saying which I 
think is very pertinent.
It goes...
Tell Me and I will forget...
Show Me and I may remember...
Involve Me and I will understand...
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Ladies and gentlemen, I would 
fi rst like to thank the organisers 

of this conference for giving me the 
opportunity to talk about a topic 
that is very important to me. Youth 
participation is currently on the po-
litical agenda of many national and 
European protagonists. It calls for an 
exact defi nition and concrete measu-
res as to how such participation is to 
be achieved.

Today I will look at the topic of youth 
participation in light of the relation-
ships between politics, youth and 
Europe. In the “European Year of Citi-
zenship through Education” I would 
also like to focus on the meaning of 
civic education in this context. I will 
point out what I consider to be some 
of the central points and perhaps 
also starting points for an exchange 
of our different experiences with, 
points of views on and expectations 
of promoting youth participation in 
Europe.

The relationship between the 
European Union and young 
people
The current relationship between the 
European Union and young people is 
ambivalent. On the one hand, the EU 
is currently undergoing huge changes 
and meeting great challenges. The 
recent enlargement of the EU by ten 
new Member States and the ambi-
tious reforms sought by the European 
constitution will greatly change the 
European Union – within our lifetimes. 
On the other hand, European politics 
is faced with ever increasing distance 
and lack of understanding among the 
general public. Young people are in 
general in favour of the EU and only 
a small percentage reject the process 
of European integration. However, 

it is unclear what relevance the EU 
has for them on an individual basis. 
The distance between the EU and its 
citizens became quite clear in the low 
rate of participation in the elections to 
the European Parliament in 2004. Less 
than half of the population and only 
a third of fi rst or young voters took 
part in the elections – less than ever. 
Without the active involvement of the 
population at large and, in particular, 
the younger generation in the process 
of European integration, the future 
success of the EU is put into question.
The gap between the growing speed 
of European integration, on the 
one hand, and the decreasing level 
of transparency and acceptance of 
European politics, on the other hand, 
has been recognised by the EU. The 
construction of a new public arena, 
the more intensive participation of 
citizens and the creation of an active 
European citizenship have been called 
for in many reform papers. I will ex-
amine to what extent these demands 
can be met and how education and 
youth work can contribute.

The importance of Europe in 
education and youth work
European Union policy has developed 
at a more than dynamic speed in the 
last few years and accounts for the 
majority of national law. European 
decisions and programmes affect the 
lives of European citizens directly, 
infl uence their living conditions and 
shape future developments. The 
enlargement of the EU by ten further 
countries as well as the planned 
reforms brings ever closer a level of 
integration, of deepness of relations 
that signals a new stage in European 
integration. This also infl uences Eu-
ropean importance and meaning on 
the international stage.

Dr. Barbara Tham: 
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The citizens of Europe and the 
young citizens in particular must be 
prepared for these developments 
so that they don’t feel themselves 
to be the subject of vague political 
processes, but can understand and 
actively infl uence future reforms. The 
particular challenge lies in the ever 
growing complexity of political proc-
esses which are diffi cult for outsiders 
to follow. We are therefore called 
upon to make politics in general and 
specifi cally European politics more 
comprehensible and to create spaces 
with which young people can identify 
themselves and where they can bring 
in their own interests. 

Youth and education work has 
thereby set the task of reinventing 
the exchange between youth and 
politics – in both directions. In this 
context civic education is called on 
in particular. First of all new methods 
and directions in civic education must 
be developed and realised. This is to 
address the interest of young people 
in becoming involved in politics and 
civic society. This also means to allow 
for news forms of involvement and to 
create more possibilities for active par-
ticipation by young people in society. 
In view of the European dimension, an 
explanation must be provided for the 
term European citizenship. How can 
we fi ll this term with life and bring it 
to be a constructive and critical mirror 
of offi cial European policy? The great-
est challenge lies in treating European 
topics not only as topics relevant at an 
European or national level, but also as 
a topic to be dealt with and refl ected 
upon at all levels from the local level 
to the supranational level. Only so 
can Europe become something that 
will be engaged with by the general 
public.

The importance of civic educa-
tion for Europe
Within the context of the new 
educational demands in Europe, civic 
education’s aspect of strengthening 
citizens’ skills needs to be highlight-
ed. In many respects civic education 
provides a basis for enabling citizen’s 
ability to relate offerings in social 
and cultural education to concrete 
situations, for example in the area 
of intercultural learning. The task 
of civic education is to prepare the 
next generation for socio-political 
challenges and to enable them to 
deal with ambivalence as well as to 
recognise and use their own oppor-
tunities in life.

The European dimension plays a key 
role in the current economic, social 
and cultural changes that have been 
brought by the transformation to an 
information, knowledge and service 
based society. This is particularly 
relevant for the restructuring of the 
labour market. As it is for increasing 
internationalisation and globalisation 
of all life and education contexts as 
well as a stronger pluralisation of dif-
ferent social contexts and individual 
life plans. These issues can be dealt 
with constructively. Personal and 
social possibilities to get involved 
can be critically discussed within the 
context of civic education.

In contrast to the challenges I’ve just 
outlined, civic education has no par-
ticular importance in public perception. 
It plays only a minor role, is under-
fi nanced and threatened by further 
fi nancial cuts. This results in civic 
education being perceived as involv-
ing short-term projects or spectacular 
events, but not as what its inherent 
function implies: A long-term, continu-

ous educational duty of a democratic 
society. Instead the sector is forced into 
an insecure fi nancial situation and is 
fi nding it increasingly diffi cult to meet 
the numerous tasks and challenges 
facing it. In order to provide civic 
education that enables and encourages 
active citizen interest and participation, 
adequate funding must be put in place. 
It is therefore up to political actors 
to reinforce the importance of civic 
education and to provide the neces-
sary framework to enable sustainable 
education processes.

The signifi cance of youth 
participation as a timely form 
of active involvement
Young people have high expectations 
of politics, but are unhappy with 
how it works in practice and see few 
possibilities to get involved and have 
their say. They feel that they are not 
taken seriously in the political arena.  
So instead they expect new and 
unconventional ways of participating 
in political life that can be realised 
as projects and activities in clear 
time periods. These ways should 
be fun and result orientated. These 
expectations must be met within 
the framework of youth work and 
civic education in order to give youth 
participation concrete weight. Civic 
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education and concrete participa-
tive projects will only be of interest 
for young people when these are 
orientated towards their interests 
and are methodically relevant and 
appropriate.

Young people are indeed prepared 
to get involved. They should there-
fore be considered to be experts for 
their own situation and their views 
and demands should be taken into 
account in the planning and shaping 
of their environment. This is where 
youth and education work can help. 
On the other hand, politicians are 
called upon to be more open to 
youth participation and to discover 
new ways and opportunities for 
the next generation to shape their 
future.

 A positive relationship between 
young people and politicians is a 
precondition for successful youth 
participation. In order to improve 

this relationship, one which is all but 
lively or profi table, those involved in 
youth and education work must be 
prepared to critically examine their 
work to stay attractive and interest-
ing for young people. With this in 
mind civic education needs to be 
innovative and future-orientated in 
order to be able to build a bridge be-
tween the concrete needs of young 
people, social challenges and the 
politically responsible. When it comes 
to Europe, this means heightening 
public awareness of active involve-
ment and to increase the amount of 
the opportunities for concrete par-
ticipation by young people in Europe. 
This is an important contribution to 
one of the greatest political aims for 
the future: The creation of a “Europe 
of citizens”. 

I will now make some concrete sug-
gestions which I believe are of neces-
sity for effective youth participation 
in civic society:

1. The value of civic education 
in our society must be incre-
ased. 
An improved individual orienta-
tion ability and the capacity to act 
is a precondition for the individual 
members of society to be able to 
shape their increasingly complex en-
vironment. Here a direct connection 
to the value of civic education can 
be made. It is not enough to just 
highlight the importance of social 
and political educational matters. 

Example of good practice

Promotion of participation of young people around the catalan territory
Spain

How can young people participate 
more in the political decisions in 
their communities? This is one of the 
questions this project wants to deal 
with. The aim is to promote partici-
pative culture among youngsters and 
to initiate participative processes in 
small communities in Catalonia to 
give young people a greater infl u-
ence on decisions that affect them.
The project was invented by the 
General Secretariat for Youth of 
Catalonia which established a team 
for the promotion of participation 

that now implements the project. 
The project is also supported and 
fi nanced by the General Secretariat 
for Youth of Catalonia.

The target group are youngsters 
from 15 to 30 years old, both as-
sociated and non-associated young 
people.

The project team gives support and 
assesses youth councils which want 
local youth to participate in the proc-
ess of defi nition of the local youth 

biannual planning. This service is of-
fered to all local councils in Catalonia 
through providing them with tools, 
materials, and concrete consultation.
For example, the team assessed a 
council that wanted concrete youth 
participation in the decision about 
the means given to a local youth 
centre.

Contact person:
Nicolau Rubio
E-mail:
nrubioc@gencat.net
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Concrete initiatives are also neces-
sary to pass on relevant knowledge 
and skills. As such social and politi-
cal educational processes are long-
term developments, it is important 
to create conditions where they can 
ensure a continuous and sustainable 
anchoring/rooting of civic education 
in society.
In this context campaigns to awake 
an awareness of participation can be 
quite useful. However, campaigns, 
large congresses and short once-off 
events are not enough to strengthen 
the value of civic education in the 
long-term. To achieve this, structural 
changes must be made which in 
particular increase funding – and 
secure the currently shaky jobs of 
those working in the area of youth 
and education work. The organisers 
of such initiatives must nevertheless 
come up with follow-up concepts 
which are of practical and concrete 
use for young people and their 
environment. Otherwise, they may 
be rightly accused of just talking and 
not acting. 

2. School and extracurricular 
education should be linked 
wherever profi table.
A link between school and extra-
curricular education can open up 

new ways of getting through to 
young people and is an opportunity 
to interest a broader spectrum of 
youth in European issues. Multifac-
eted methods which enable a direct 
experience of Europe can grow out 
of the co-operation between schools 
and extracurricular education work. 
A whole series of successful joint 
projects already exist and can serve 
as models. A precondition for this 
is co-operation as equals and the 
equal recognition of formal and 
non-formal learning. Existing bar-
riers between schools and youth 
work need to be removed across the 
board and the artifi cial wall between 
the two forms of learning needs to 
be broken down.

An initial area in which school 
and extracurricular education can 
meet is the broad spectrum of 
action days and project weeks, for 
example “Europe days” or “Europe 
weeks” in schools which allow for 
interdisciplinary and project ori-
entated offers by Europe-focused 
youth work. Existing offers should 
be used more extensively. Appro-
priate conditions and resources 
need to be provided so that new 
projects and initiatives can be 
developed.

3. Non-formal education 
needs to be more visible.
The PISA study and other European 
studies on education and learning 
have shown that informal learning 
contributes signifi cantly to so-called 
“key qualifi cations”. Communication 
skills, organisational talent, intercul-
tural competence and social skills 
are only some of the many skills that 
are acquired through youth work 
and that are of great importance in 
a “Europe of knowledge”. For this 
reason the importance of non-formal 
learning for life-long learning must 
be further highlighted and sup-
ported. The results and knowledge 
gained from extracurricular education 
and youth work are, however, still 
not recognised and valued enough.

In order to improve the standing of 
non-formal education, we must con-
sider how the qualifi cations gained 
in this area can be represented better 
and how they can be documented 
better, for example in a “qualifi cation 
pass”.

4. Youth information and 
participation need to be 
intertwined. 
Current issues in European politics, 
such as the debate about the EU 
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constitution, need to be commu-
nicated in a way that is suitable 
for young people – to ensure that 
young people are aware of basic 
information. It is particularly impor-
tant in the context of the discussion 
about the European constitution 
to get an as broad section of the 
general public as possible involved 
in this debate. A target-group 
orientated information and discus-
sion initiatives which strictly follow 
the qualitative standards of youth 
and education work is absolutely 
necessary. Such an initiative would 
positively differentiate itself from the 
usual, generally superfi cial informa-
tion campaigns. In order to carry 
out such an initiative, young people 
need to be involved in the PR work, 
preferably as carriers of information 
themselves. This would allow for a 
stronger link between youth infor-
mation and youth participation.

A model for a successful initiative 
that includes young people in com-
munication strategies for other young 
people is the concept of peer-group 
education. A widespread information 
project on the European constitution 
in schools and youth centers which 
includes young people can only be 
recommended.

5. The dialogue between 
politicians, young people and 
representatives from the fi eld 
of youth work must be inten-
sifi ed in order to come to a 
better joint understanding. 
To enhance the status of youth and 
education work and to sensitise 
politicians more, youth and politics 
need to be brought together. An 
institutionalised exchange would be 
good for both sides – at a variety of 
levels. Here politicians can be sensi-
tised for youth affairs and issues that 
are relevant for young people. The 
effectiveness of youth participation 
campaigns can only be enhanced 
when politicians are suffi ciently 
informed and when they recognise 
that young people are experts in their 
own affairs.
Initiatives in which representatives 
from youth education work, science, 
the media and politics develop 
concepts to improve youth partici-
pation together need to be started 
and linked. The establishment of 
“lobby groups for youth participa-
tion” could be the long-term result 
of continuous initiatives. In addition, 
training courses on youth issues for 
politicians could also be considered 
as a support mechanism for the 
lobbyists.

6. The results of youth 
participation projects need 
to be considered in political 
decisions. 
Funds granted to youth participa-
tion projects can only be considered 
effective when the results are taken 
into consideration politically. By tying 
youth participation in with regular 
political processes, both a sustain-
able quality and an increased level of 
acceptance can be achieved. Making 
such a link legally compulsory would 
be a concrete step in the right direc-
tion.  

Youth parliaments, youth assemblies 
or other forms of dialogue with 
young people are ideally suited in 
the short-, middle- and long-term for 
identifying and clarifying the interests 
of young people with regard to 
various issues. To progress beyond a 
mere articulation of young people’s 
interests, it is necessary to develop 
regulations so that the sugges-
tions, wishes, feedback and criti-
cism of young people are taken into 
consideration in the political process  
and brought to life. Such regula-
tions should govern future dealing 
between politics and young people 
and their interests and allow for 
effective participation. Political and 

Opening | Dr. Barbara Tham
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social protagonists are called upon to 
fi nd concrete opportunities for young 
people to get involved and so to fulfi l 
the desire of young people to partici-
pate in the world around them.

I will fi nish up by some fi nal remarks. 
Today’s youth are one of the most 
important resources we have in Eu-
rope.  In order to reach this genera-
tion, those in power need to make a 
signifi cant investment in both formal 
and non-formal education. Fund-
ing should not be cut in the area 
of youth education. The scope of 
youth work needs to be expanded to 
allow for the necessary Europeanisa-
tion and internationalisation of the 
fi eld. Barriers between national and 
international education can no longer 
be drawn. European and intercultural 
spheres of learning and teaching 
have become local.

In order to increase the effectiveness 
of youth participation in Europe, 
we need to ask ourselves to what 
extent youth and education work is 
capable of making use of the exist-
ing options. This is irregardless of 
how existing structures can be used 
more effectively or changed for the 
better in order to meet the diverse 
challenges of the fi eld. Increasing 

the awareness of active participa-
tion in European civic society and 
increasing the range of opportunities 
for participation for young people 
is an important contribution to the 
creation of a cosmopolitan Europe of 
Citizens. This should be the focus of 
future youth and education work and 
youth and education policy. 

I hope that my thoughts and rec-
ommendations will stimulate our 
discussions and debates. I’m looking 
forward to the rest of the conference 
very much. 

Thank you very much for your atten-
tion.
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Strategies of youth 
participation for different 
target groups
Martin Pokorny, Civic Association
Iniciatíva (SK)
The aim of this workshop was to
define strategies of youth participa-
tion for different target groups. 
As a first step the participants of the
workshop were asked to describe
the target groups they are confront-
ed with, they are working with in
their community. The result was a
great diversity of target groups with
different problems and all existing in
different contexts.

The participants then were divided
into three groups. Each group dis-
cussed several tools and methods to
reach these different target groups.
Many individual methods and strate-
gies were presented, and it was
obvious that for each target group
an individual approach is needed.

But nevertheless, there are some
basics for reaching different target
groups and for giving them the
opportunity for more participation.

Principles and factors of youth 
participation include:
• a well defined role of partnership,

active mechanisms of co-operation.
• appropriate activities, methods &

approaches according to the target
group.

• the involvement of young people
in all stages of the project (prepara-
tion, implementation, evaluation).

• the attractiveness of activities.
• persistent motivation.
• providing tools to support the

youth participation in fulfilling their
mission (training, money, info, 
stabile mentor, moral support).

flexibility to develop their practice at
a rate that is sustainable for them to
progress at. 

Dialogue between politics
and youth – how to be 
reached?
Jan Zlatan Kulenovic, Youth Infor-
mation Agency Bosnia-Herzegovina
(BiH)
The workshop gathered delegates
from non-governmental youth
organisations as well as representa-
tives from institutions involved in
youth policy. During the discussion 
a few important questions had to 
be answered: How can a dialogue
between politicians and young peo-
ple be implemented, may the young
people be engaged in youth councils
but even more, if they are not: what
are hindering elements? 

During the first part of the work-
shop the participants analysed the
frame for youth participation in 
politics. On the one side there is the
possibility to take part in elections
and to enter the youth branches of
political parties, on the governmen-
tal side participation is possible in
parliamentary committees of the
legislative government and in advi-
sory bodies in the executive institu-
tions. Another element of this frame
is the role of young people in the
civil society: non-governmental youth
organisations, youth councils as
well as the process of lobbying and
advocacy for the development and
implementation of youth policy.

In the second part of the workshop
the participants discussed in small
groups the solutions for the existing
problems and developed recommen-
dations on how exactly that dia-
logue between the politics and the
youth could be reached:
• More education on how the system

works, how could a young person
participate in decision-making

Workshops • the definition of benefits for the
young people (skills, contacts, ...).

• the promotion of best practise.
• an active provision of feedback 

of everyone being involved.
• an active bottom � up communi-

cation.
• realistic projects & goals.
• understanding the culture of the

target group.
• a formal recognition of participa-

tion activities from the government.

If you take into consideration all
these facts, you have a good basis to
strengthen participation in different
(and also difficult) target groups.

Existing structures of youth
participation at community
level – binding standards 
needed!?
Robin Konieczny, County Active 
Citizenship Co-ordinator, Norfolk
County Council (UK)
This workshop focused on develop-
ments within the UK in the field of
youth participation. In particular it
presented the development of the
National Standards for Active
Involvement of Young People in
Local Democracy and the range of
other programmes to promote
youth involvement in decision mak-
ing at a local, regional and national
level. This development was shown
at the example of Norfolk where 
the City Council has decided to
make a serious attempt to engage
with young people. A budget of
£250,000 has been allocated to
deliver the strategy and an Active
Citizenship Unit has been estab-
lished. The work of this unit today is
been well received by Politicians,
Officers and young people.

As one of the main outcomes from
the workshop it was pointed out
that having a framework for young
people's involvement is important,
but localities needed to have the



21

processes and in lobbying for fair
youth policy. Schools, universities
and non-governmental organisa-
tions should develop programmes
for educating young people;

• More information about how
youth policy works, what kind of
youth participation opportunities
exists as well as information for
the institutions deciding and
implementing youth policy about
the real needs of young people;

• Institutionalise a youth consulting
as legal establishment of young
people’s interests and participation
in the parliamentary and the gov-
ernmental institutions;

• More openness and inclusiveness
in the strategy of involving young
people and making them responsi-
ble and active citizens. The adver-
tising and the procedure of involv-
ing young people should be
attractive and accessible.

Youth participation and
Human Rights Education 
Diego Marin (ES)
The convention on the Rights of the
child is not only the most ratified
human Rights legal instrument, it is
also the first entrance that many
children and young people have into
human rights education. It concerns
them in particular because children
should receive education and infor-
mation about their rights.
The aim of this workshop was to
enhance reflective knowledge on
children rights, on the rights in the
field of education (formal – non for-
mal – informal), especially on the
importance of participation as a key
value in human rights education. 

Some recommendations from 
the workshop:
Human Rights Education (HRE)
develops three core competencies
vital for participation which are: 
• sense of criticism and active 

citizenship,

new subject: “EDUCATION FOR 
CITIZENSHIP”. This subject will be
implemented in the curriculum 2006.

The workshop then aimed at
exchanging about the focus and
functioning of participation in the
educative system in every country
represented in the workshop. 
The participants were asked to 
present briefly the situation in their
countries. Some examples:
Belgium: almost the same structure
of school councils, but not a real cul-
ture of participation. Law exists, but
not filled with life by schools, teach-
ers and young people’s ideas. Gov-
ernment spent money for training in
the last years, but now it is cut.
Luxembourg: Money was there, but
motivation of youth was weak. In
secondary school participation works
quite well, pupil’s council gives
advice to ministry. Council was only
founded because of a strike, but
now there is not much of pressure.
Cyprus: Primary school pupils have
to vote a board of 6 representatives. 

After this exchange a tool was pre-
sented which is established by the
“Casa de la Juventud/Ayuntamiento
de Paterna”. It is called “Let’s play
to be an association” and it is
based on a “concept of social alpha-
betisation = learning to take part in
society, to express interests and con-
cerns”. The tool is implemented in
the curriculum of the schools in the
district of Paterna near Valencia.
Young students at the age of 15 to
19 years are trained to take respon-
sibility for an issue that they are
really interested in. And it is more
than just a simulation: For the work-
shops on music and dance, publish-
ing information leaflets on violence
against women or working on ani-
mal rights, the programme includes
money for the realisation. 

• attitudes: empathy and open-
mindedness and 

• knowledge: ownership of rights.

In order to ensure participation of
young people a learning process that
is accessible, inclusive for all and
meaningful has to be developed. This
can be experienced and achieved
through HRE.

Action has to be taken through HRE
campaigns advertising the UNCRC,
trainings in the formal and non for-
mal education systems.

Youth participation in the 
formal education system
Ana Victoria López, Youth & 
Participation teacher (ES)
Participants of this workshop were
given a short input on the Spanish
situation in participation and citizen-
ship education in the educative sys-
tem. 

In Spain participation in society was
only established after the dictator-
ship of Franco, before it was not a
value to participate. At the moment
there are the following participation
structures in the Spanish educating
system: student councils, class 
representatives, delegates… but
apparently it does not really work.
Following the analysis of the Ferrer 
i Guardia Foundation, the young
generation in Spain has no feeling
about the value of democracy as a
“spectacular transmission with possi-
bilities not expectable in the time 
of the Franco regime”. This marks
the reason for strong political inter-
est in participative structures in the
formal education system.

The legislative frame is based on
two main laws: LOGSE, 1/1990,
LOCE, 10/2002. After the last elec-
tion, the new socialist government 
is about to reform the legal basis,
including the implementation of a
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Soft Skills: open minded, self confi-
dence, responsibility, be critical, real-
istic, satisfaction, problem solving,
flexibility, optimism. Hard Skills: pro-
ject management (finance, methods,
etc.), organisational management,
communication.

Gender mainstreaming and
youth participation
Vegard Iglebæk, Gender Equality
Ombudsman (NO)
> Input on“Gender theory & gender

mainstreaming. Clues about gen-
der mainstreaming in the field of
Youth work. 

> Exercise “Merry go round”
around 3 issues.

• Think of an episode when your
gender was significant for how
somebody thought of you or treat-
ed you. How did it feel?

• Mention one or several obstacles
to achieve gender equality in your
society.

• What can we do to combat gender
inequalities/gender stereotypes?

> Brainstorming: “How can the EU
Youth officals work to achieve gen-
der equality? What should they do?”

• Changing the image of military
service, social year, youth work… 

• Military service, in practice, is cur-
rently only open for men. Initia-
tives to make it more attractive for
women to enter the armed forces
should be promoted. 

• The image of European Voluntary
Service (EVS) is strongly associated
with being a woman’s activity. 
The majority of EVS are women.
Initiatives ought to be taken to
make EVS more attractive to men. 

• Highlighting the unexepected
parts of youth work: highlight 
the wide variety of tasks and chal-
lenges to be dealt with. 

• Incorporating gender studies at
school.

• Initiatives for challenging gender
stereotypes (at a local, national
and European level).

In the following discussion the par-
ticipants stated that it is absolutely
necessary to have participative struc-
tures as well in schools, because it 
is here where young people spend a
lot of their time and where they learn
about society.

Some statements:
• “School is a mirror of how society

looks like – participation here can
not be better than the culture of
participation established in society.”

• “Teaching participation has to
start very early in life.”

• “Basis for participation does
always have to be interest and
motivation of the young people.”

• “Practical activities, attitude and
projects are evaluated by the
teacher – contradiction to volun-
teerism?”

Increasing youth participation
through coaching
Paul Andrew Bury (UK)
To ensure young people are involved
at every level of their projects, devel-
opment, guidelines, support, creativ-
ity and understanding is needed by
the youth workers/coaches who
work, advise and counsel them. The
aim of this workshop was to estab-
lish a common understanding to
support the active participation of
young people when running their
own projects. 

First of all participants were intro-
duced with models of participation
and coaching to reflect at which
level they think their association/
organisation/ institution is encourag-
ing young people to be actively
involved in the running activities.
Based on that participants of this
workshop were invited to discuss
about experiences of coaching/
being a coach and the concept of
coaching in the youth field. 
Some conclusions come up 
from the discussions: 

> A coach is … able to play 
different roles!! 
Facilitator, supporter, animator, ini-
tiator, motivator, reflector, mediator,
trustful, sensitive to the needs of the
group, mirror of the group process,
’door-opener’, sociable, enthusiastic,
helpful, easily to approach, part of
the process, able to learn from mis-
takes, rule-keeper, open minded,
supporting by asking, asks the right
questions to promote self thought
and new ideas, as neutral an objec-
tive as possible, knowledgeable on
whatever topic you are coaching,
provides the means to learn and
expand ideas, provides right environ-
ment and options for young people
to form their own ideas, someone
who helps you to formulate your
thoughts, available throughout the
process and formed project, to give
advice and help if asked for, flexible…
> A coach is not … perfect!!!
Not a teacher, not a dictator, not a
guidance, not a peer, not a ’slave’ 
to the group, not influencing, not
set in their ways, not advising, not
taking the initiative, not a leader,
not a judge, not a problem-solver,
not a friend, not a manipulator, not
a patroniser, not (automatically) an
expert, not a ’I-do-it-quickly-for-you‘
person, not coaching as understood
in the field of sport /enterprise… 
> Conditions for successful peer
coaching …
Correct social environment, correct
resources and questions asked, trust
and approachability of the coach,
knowledge of subject being coached,
sense of achievement, fun.
> Essential ingredients for 
coaching participation …
Seeing the potentials of young peo-
ple, motivating, making young peo-
ple aware of their abilities and possi-
bilities, giving information, providing
tools and methods.
> Skills that a coach should be 
looking at building with young
people …

Workshops



• Exchanging best practices con-
cerning how to combat gender
stereotypes, learning from the
experiences of other countries.

• Elaborating a common strategy 
on gender mainstreaming of 
youth work.

• Changing the way that religion is
implemented and executed. Invite
religious organisations to take part
in an multi-religious co-operation
on organisational practice (for
instance Catholic, Protestant and
Muslim youth organisations).  

> Conclusion round.
• Gender stereotypes influence the

way we act in our daily active life,
also in participation. People should
be more aware of that.

• Gender issues should be more
taken into account because they
are interconnected with all fields.

• To speak and act gender equality
is an opportunity and not an obli-
gation.

• To speak about gender equality is
an obligation.

• We need practical tools, trainings.
How to implement it?

• Youth organisations could be able
to get tools to transfer it in their
work, by giving them “keys” to
experiment the gender equality in
a concrete way.

• Everything we do is linked with
gender.

• Gender issues should be taught
within the educational system.

Youth participation for all:
mission impossible? Different
educational backgrounds as
hurdles in youth participation
Kitty Jurrius & Maria Kovalenko,
Alexander Foundation (NL)
The higher the level of education,
the higher the engagement? What is
needed to reduce the ’entrance fee‘
to youth participation!? This work-
shop has shown the capabilities of
young people, like cognitive, social
and moral capabilities they need to

of youth participation and ways of
improving juvenile engagement
were discussed in- and extensively.
But one of the core issues within
this context sometimes slightly got
out of sight or was only being dealt
with implicitly: our (most probably
positive) connotations of participa-
tion. It seemed as if (youth) partici-
pation is being perceived as a self-
evident, positive value as such. 

According to the conference motto
“do disturb”, participants of this
working group were confronted
with several not at all enthusiastic
views on (youth) participation. These
views have been adopted from
authentic, quite serious social and
political science discourses. 
The aim of the workshop then was
to reflect on the positive views on
(youth) participation and to try to
raise awareness of the real benefits,
the realistic effects, and also of the
limits of participation.

Concrete example of a critical view:
“Youth participation in the commu-
nity remains apolitical.”
The answer of the working group:
“All forms of participation contribute
to developing policy/democracy.”

Some conclusions the working
group pointed out:
1. Participation is not a self-evident

value!
2. Participation is not a self-function-

ing automatic instrument!
3. Awareness and consciousness of

certain obstacles and traps of par-
ticipation makes us more compe-
tent to explore and to realise the
real potential (including the limits)
of participation!

participate. The workshop gave also
some answers concerning the ques-
tion of how can education give rise
to capabilities for youth participation
and how can youth participation
projects be adapted to different
capabilities. In the following work-
ing-session the workshop partici-
pants developed some concrete 
recommendations focused on the
questions mentioned above:
• Formal system of voluntary partici-

pation should be included in the
formal educational system,

• participation in projects starts
from the very beginning of the
project and includes automatically
the different capabilities of each
participant,

• participation should be promoted
at an early age in the educational
system,

• training adults (teachers, parents,
youth-workers, counsellors, ...) 
on positive effects of youth partici-
pation,

• training young people (peer edu-
cation),

• strong use of communication and
media tools (external + internal),

• more accessibility, especially for
those with learning and social 
disabilities,

• give knowlegde,
• develop critical views/discourse,
• share experience/research.

“Reconsidering Youth
Participation: Critical Views
on a Self-Evident Value”
Dr. F. Klaus Koopmann, University 
of Bremen, Institute for Political
Science (D)
During this conference all kinds of
highly interesting and important
issues concerning concepts, condi-
tions, impacts, types, problems etc.
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Open Space

“Let’s open space for 
Youth Participation!”

The workshops and the 
responsibles:

• Searching for partners and 
advertising the district as a great
place for international projects
Marcin Dojnik

• Conference Declaration
Jochen Butt

• How to increase participation 
of young foreigners
Tania Matias

• Youth Councils are the worst
method of Youth Participation;
what are the alternatives
Robin Konieczny

• How to motivate young people
and get them active in Youth
Councils
Celine Pihlstroem

• Ideas for a concept of Youth
Delegates/Advisors to all levels 
of government in Europe
Catherine Zanev

• What are the differences between
“good” and “bad” participation
Sebastian Sooth

• Exchange on culture and sport
Doren Dijk & Gerard Lohuis

• SALTO training for peer educators
in Youth Initiatives projects
Henar Conde

What is Open Space Technology?

Open Space (OS) is a simple, powerful way to get people,  
information, and whole organisations moving. 

OS is not like usual seminars or conferences...

� There are no lectures or planned workgroups.

� You create and manage your own agenda.

� You are responsible for the working groups, be it  
in terms of size, composition, methods or duration.

� All results, proposals, and arrangements are 
continuously recorded and publicised.

� Before the end of OS everybody receives  
documentation of all the results.

� Be open for any surprises and also a lot of fun!
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• How to make EU funds more
accessible?
Catherine Zanev

• The art/tool/way of participation –
art, the way of communication
Eglé Kaceviciuté

• Transnational links concerning
Youth Participation
Ingo Stöckel

• Internet as a tool for Youth
Participation
Maria Wakeham

• Coaching adults/politicians for
understanding Youth Participation
Buzz Bury

• Project P – German national 
initiative to support political
involvement
Eva Eschenbruch

• EU – non-EU Youth Co-operation
Aysel Seyidova

• Forms of participation
Emmanuelle Davignon

• International/EU music projects/
exchanges -> Hip Hop
Nami Strack

• Youth researching Youth
Kitty Jurrius

• Drama & Performing Arts for 
disabled youths
Mario Borg

• Making politics fun and available
to young people
Hedd-Wyn Dixon

• Training programme for EVS 
mentors in multinational projects
Velichka Dimitrova

• Team building skills involving 
the physically impaired
Graziella Camilleri

• Youngsters are not our target
group, they are our equal conver-
sation and working partners
Martin Pieper

• Youth councils – How to settle 
a youth council? Problems, 
challenges...
Barbara Karas

• Youth Participation in/through
the YOUTH Programme
Claudius Siebel

• Homophobia/Xenophobia
Vegard Iglebaek

• International seminar on inter-
cultural learning and cultural 
diversity – Morocco – April 2006
Diego Marin
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The next steps and the 
responsibles:

• “Youth Advisors” to government
officials (local, national and EU-
level). Have youngsters develop
political programmes together
with politicians.
Catherine Zanev

• Youth-Event for the “European
Youth Action Week 2005”
Frank Schmitz

• European Academy offering 
courses to practically become 
professional to establish youth
projects done by youth
Margita Weiler

• Watching the follow-ups of 
the conference
Steffen Präger & Sebastian Sooth

• International Hip Hop Exchange
Nami Strack & Birame Diouf

• Hanover Declaration on Youth
Participation
Jochen Butt

• “New Ukraine in new Europe” –
seminar about EU-Ukraine co-
operation, Cracow (PL) July 2005
Jannis Koasidis

• Open the national political 
festival Berlin 05 for European 
participants
Eva Eschenbruch

• Europe in Youth’s Eyes
Agnieszka Burda

• Contact seminar for exchanging
ideas and problem solutions 
during the realisation of inter-
national projects
Marcin Dojnik

• PARSEC Pilot Project – Italian
Network on Participation
Ingo Stöckel

• Inclusion for diabled and non-
disabled youth through theatre
and performing arts leading to
ability of disabled youth
Mario Borg
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When going to a conference one 
key question arises at the la-

test when packing the suitcase – that 
of the dress code. Should tie and 
dinner jacket, business suit and high 
heels be taken along or rather not? 
When the conference is an internati-
onal meeting of participants from all 
over Europe you can never know. As 
a matter of fact, important people 
will meet.

One evening later the fi rst conference 
participants arrive at the pavillion 
next to the Hanover main station 
and the question is answered: sports 
shoes and sweatshirts dominate. 
There will not only be people talking 
about youth policy - there will be 
young people at the conference or 
people who do not really belong to 
this target group anymore but who 
have close contacts with it. They are 
decision makers with their feet fi rmly 
on the ground.

When Claudius Siebel (YOUTH for 
Europe) starts his welcoming speech 
on behalf of the organisers he speaks 
in front of 120 participants from 28 
countries. Their background varies: 
they represent National Agencies, 
youth councils, youth parliaments, 
related networks, projects for young 
people and projects of young people. 
At Hanover all of them want to dis-
cuss for four days and fi nd out more 
about how political, social, meth-
odological and practical support can 
be rendered to youth commitment. 
“We wanted to create a good mix of 
people who work in the fi eld of youth 
participation and we achieved this ob-
jective” says Siebel with satisfaction.

High-ranking guests have come, too. 
Renaldas Vaisbrodas (European Youth 

Forum), Barbara Wurster (Federal 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth), Peter 
Lauritzen (Council of Europe) and 
Barbara Tham (Centre for Applied 
Political Research). EU Director
Pierre Mairesse declined on short 
notice and some of the participants 
feel disappointed because they had 
been hoping that the outcome of the 
conference would reach the politi-
cians directly. Instead of him Anna 
Lührmann, member of the Federal 
Parliament, would arrive without an-
nouncement and be applauded when 
accepting the “Hanover Declaration”. 

But one after the other. While the 
opening speeches are held some 
participants are still sitting in their 
delayed airplanes. There is a strike 
somewhere. Then – after a dinner 
with a lot of conversation – begins 
the opening discussion. Already the 
beginning shows that participation 
is a topic which has many facets 
ranging from being in existence to 
being demanded, between theory 
and practice, politics and civil society, 
EU-Olympus and local terrain. These 
spans are bridged by the contribu-
tions. 

In the workshops participants gather 
ideas about how young people can 
co-determine policies. Many ideas 
have been listed and the creative 
potential seems to be exhausted. 
Strained silence fi lls the room. The 
moderator is not satisfi ed yet: ‘In 
your organisations you have certainly 
developed your own methods for 
infl uencing politicians!’ – ‘By bribery!’ 
someone calls out and the groups 
laughs loud. After a little while some 
interesting proposals have been 
added. 

The neighbouring domed hall looks 
entirely different: Young people with 
bare feet are stretched out on a large 
carpet engaged in calm and relaxed 
conversation. Soft daylight fi lls the 
room from above and ambient music 
fi lters into the room from laptop 
loudspeakers. However, these people 
do not discuss spiritual issues of live 
but solid politics. “Youth participation 
and human rights education”. The 
participants are relaxed yet concen-
trated in their discussion.

In the evening many very concrete 
proposals are presented to the plena-
ry meeting. A lively debate concludes 
the day and also these discussions 
are used for exchanging European 
experience.

On Saturday the agenda results from 
“open space”, i.e. in spontaneous 
yet systematic discussions on issues 
chosen by the audience. There is a 
wide range of topics: ‘How can we 
motivate young people for joining 
youth councils?’, ‘What is good and 
what is bad participation?’, ‘How can 
access to EU-funds be improved?’. At 
the end of the day the many propos-
als cover a long wall. 

The fi nal meeting on Sunday sum-
marises the main results. A lot of 
material has been gathered, a folder 
was fi lled with ideas and a declara-
tion has been adopted which is 
meant to travel through Europe and 
reach politicians. ‘This is not the 
end but the beginning’ says one 
participant. Another remarks: ‘I feel 
full of friendship, mutual assistance 
and inspiration’ and this probably 
expresses the spirit of what has 
been discussed here for four days: 
Participation.

The spirit of Hanover
Impressions from the European Conference on Youth Participation from 7 to 10 April 2005
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>> Participation is a great word 
and actually means to “take part”. 
What kind of participation is meant 
in the discussions?

We discuss simply about daily prac-
tice in the democratic society. You 
should not believe that participation 
functions only, if certain organisa-
tions outside and around the parties 
are able to send young people into 
the town councils and country‘s 
parliaments. This is certainly correct, 
but it is only part of what we mean. 
Today young people are members in 
many organisations - in particular in 
the countryside and paradoxically po-
litical participation is getting weaker 
whereas at the same time it grows 
ever stronger in the associations. 

>> But the political organisations 
are no longer considered ...

I am not sure, whether we have 
such a bad crisis of democracy as it 
is often stated. However: in many 
European countries and perhaps also 
in Germany ever more people adjust 
to being called to vote regularly and 
they consider that this was then the 
democratic act. Further, they follow 
reports about political development 
in the media but they act much more 

only as observers than as persons 
who are directly concerned by what 
happens, and if there are projects 
which require a more committed par-
ticipation of the citizens - the project 
of Europe for instance - we should 
really wonder.

>> What can politics do about this?

It can honour voluntary work as 
it is already doing. It can also do 
something for facilitating participa-
tion at the schools. It can start at an 
earlier age to let children take part 
in participative projects. You can 
make participation a matter of course 
and you can work for a culture of 
participation. This happens in many 
European countries. 

>> The project of Europe builds on 
European structures of participati-
on. Is it not a long way to go from 
the local chapter to the project 
Europe?

Yes and no. You need not go far for 
Europe. In a city like Stuttgart 40 per 
cent of the Germans have originally 
come from other countries. So it is 
very easy to make intercultural expe-
riences in any bigger town in Germa-
ny. A project Europe need not mean 

that you have to travel far or that it is 
honoured by European bureaucracy. 
It can be set up everywhere. Espe-
cially in the border regions you can 
run cross-border activities.

>> What is the role of youth policy 
in the EU?

We have made the European institu-
tions - now we have to get Europe-
ans. This means that we need people 
with transnational experience, with 
language knowledge, with the ability 
to adjust to other cultures and the 
will to live in other countries for a 
prolonged period. The Commission 
has spent quite a lot of money for 
achieving this by means of its youth 
exchange projects, of Erasmus, Leon-
ardo and Socrates. I do believe that 
this has yielded results. I would say 
that the public debate about Europe 
would be even worse had we not 
carried out these programmes.

>> YOUTH as from 2007 is being 
prepared - what are your wishes 
concerning the new programme?

I wish that this programme becomes 
even larger than it is planned now. 
We have an enormous demand 
- especially from the new Member 

“We have made the European institutions – 
now we have to get Europeans.”
Interview with Peter Lauritzen (Council of Europe)

Peter Lauritzen is head of the department for education, training and research 
of the Directorate Youth of the Council of Europe. The main objectives of the 
Council of Europe in relation to young people are to involve young people 
so that they make an active contribution to strengthening the civil society in 
Europe and to develop and disseminate youth policy strategies in Europe and 
in doing so to focus on youth participation.
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States of the European Union. I 
wish that the programme also turns 
towards the new neighbours so that 
it does not remain limited to the EU 
member countries. I also wish that 
the methodology of the programme 
will be further developed. The work 
of the National Agencies and of the 
SALTOs has made ongoing contribu-
tions to improving the qualifi cation 
of non-formal learning. We are now 
in the process of discussing the 
quality criteria and the recognition 
of these programmes and I hope 
that during the period from 2007 to 
2013 this fi eld of work which is one 
of knowledge and abilities does not 
always have to run under the estab-
lished educational ministries but that 
it gains independence.

Example of good practice

Let’s play to be an association
Paterna, Spain

How can young people become more 
involved in public life? How can we 
take participation to the schools? 
These were the questions on the 
basis of the project “Let‘s play an 
association” which started four years 
ago in the Spanish town of Paterna. 
Today the initiative of the town 
administration is an example for 
successful co-operation between the 
public authorities and the school. 

Two educators sent by the au-
thorities went to the schools for one 
academic year, i.e. nine months, for 
treating the work of associations and 
NGOs, letting the children develop 
own ideas for participation and even 
implementing these ideas in the end. 
The community has an own budget 
for these activities which can be used 
by the pupils.

Ana Victoria Lopez is convinced 
that ‘the school is the best place 
for reaching young people.’ She 
has direct contact with the young 
people since she is one of the edu-
cators. Her objective is to ‘produce 
actual experience of participation’. 

Therefore the young people aged 
15 to 17 begin by visiting NGOs or 
NGO-representatives come to the 
school to explain their work. After 
this starts the project phase: in 
group work the young people fi nd 
out what they might do in relation 
to a particular topic. 

What is decisive: at the end they 
will really implement their ideas. For 
instance the young people visited 
politicians and discussed with them, 
they printed fl yers dealing with 
humans rights issues, they wrote 
a newspaper article about a visit 
to an animal charity home or they 
paid radio stations for transmitting 
a spot dealing with violence against 
women. 

‘Education for democracy in Spain 
is weak’ says Lopez. ‘But as com-
munity we have a good legal basis 
for cooperating with schools. We 
want to make the best possible use 
of this.’ Still the project has not been 
evaluated. Lopez is optimistic. ‘The 
young people‘s commitment has 
convinced me.’
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what extent young people will be 
involved in political decision making. 
In this respect the European Youth 
Pact is insuffi cient.

>> Are there examples showing 
how this might be done?

In my home country Lithuania we 
have co-management structures at 
both local and national levels. Gov-
ernments and youth representatives 
sit together at a table with equal 
rights and votes and decide together 
on youth policy. Implementing this 
model everywhere in Europe would 
be very valuable and many young 
people would be more interested 
in participating in political decision 
making. 

>> What might a successful Euro-
pean youth policy achieve in 2013?

I would fi rst focus on the objec-
tives for 2007, because we are now 
deciding what the youth programme 
will be like. I believe that we cannot 
afford keeping the budget at today‘s 
level after the enlargement of the EU 
– and it will hopefully continue grow-
ing until 2013. We must increase it, 
also because we take over new tasks. 
As far as 2013 is concerned – I wish 

>> Young people take an ever smal-
ler part in political processes. They 
are no longer attracted to political 
activities. What can the society do 
about this trend?

One possible answer would be to 
create space within politics where 
young people can take an active part 
in making decisions which concern 
them. For instance if governments 
involved young people in their 
discussions on educational policy, 
if the governments then listened 
to the young people and opened a 
wider debate in which young people 
would really have a say so that their 
interests are refl ected in the decision 
– this might reverse the trend.

>> At the moment the decisions are 
made for a new EU youth program-
me to start in 2007. What about 
participation in this process?

Already the currently running pro-
gramme YOUTH supports initiatives 
for youth participation. I do hope 
that the new programme will provide 
for even more participation. Young 
people should also be involved in 
managing the programme and they 
should be able to contribute their 
opinion as to the priorities of this 

programme. This programme must 
aim at bringing the civil population, 
governments, young people and the 
public decision makers together for 
discussing and developing together 
political strategies in fi elds which 
concern young people. 

>> Youth is an important factor for 
societies capable of innovation. The 
politicians seem to be aware of this. 
Recently several European heads 
of state - among them Gerhard 
Schröder and Jaques Chirac moved 
forward with a draft European 
Youth Pact which has meanwhile 
been adopted by the Council.

We put a lot of hope into the 
European Youth Pact, because it is 
the fi rst time that heads of state 
discuss youth issues. We hope that 
these issues – employment, educa-
tion, training, mobility – remain on 
the agenda and that they will create 
fundamental political changes. What 
we are missing is the element of 
participation. The European Youth 
Pact does state that youth should be 
involved in developing strategies for 
the individual fi elds of policy. Yet, 
we would have liked to get some-
thing more substantial. The national 
governments must defi ne clearly to 

“More binding participation!”
Interview with Renaldas Vaisbrodas, president of the European Youth Forum

Renaldas Vaisbrodas from Lithuania is president of the European Youth 
Forum, an international umbrella organisation of 91 national Youth 
Councils and NGOs involved in youth work. At European level the 
Forum is by far the most important political organisation representing 
youth interests and it represents the wishes and opinions of its mem-
bers vis-à-vis supreme EU-representatives. The EU Commission stresses 
the signifi cance of the European Youth Forum as the interface between 
the politicians and youth organisations and extends fi nancial support 
to the organisation.
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Example of good practice

Youth Parliament
Flanders

“Making the world youth-wise and 
making the youth world-wise”, this 
is the motto of the Youth Parliament 
in Flanders which gives young people 
interested in world issues the chance 
to do something instructive with 
those issues. 

About 6 times a year the parliamen-
tarians of a district assemble. They 
discuss about a world issue, each 
year there‘s another issue. Most of 
the time the participants have to take 
a role: some act as representatives 
of governments or political parties, 
others as multi-national companies, 
non-governmental organisations ... 
By playing these roles, the partici-
pants are stimulated to discuss con-
troversial issues arising in a globalised 
world.

Target group are 16 to 18 year old 
youngsters who are interested in 
world issues, politics ... Each year 
there are about 1000 youngsters 
who participate in the Youth Parlia-
ment. 
The Youth Parliament is one of the 
main activities of Globelink which is 
an organisation that organises a lot 
of projects about youth participa-
tion and world issues. Globelink is 

fi nanced by the government. 
The Youth Parliament is promoted by 
the schools. Teachers explain what 
the Youth Parliament is and ask who 
wants to participate. There are also 
posters hanging on the advertising 
panels and fl yers.

‘When I was in the Youth Parliament, 
I liked it so much that everyone there 
was interested in politics which is 
quite logical. Most of my friends 
didn‘t care about politics, and I found 
it great that in the Youth Parliament I 
could have long discussions about it. 
The fi nal meeting in Brussels is also 
a nice experience. The combination 
of amusement and politics makes 
that day unforgettable’, reports 
Daan his experience with the Youth 
Parliament, and assessing the Youth 
Parliament he adds:
‘The Youth Parliament is an inter-
esting and a nice experience for 
youngsters who are interested in 
world issues. It makes the youngsters 
understand the world better. It’s also 
a sign to the youngsters that their 
opinion is important too, they are 
taken serious’.

Contact person:
Daan Janssens

that at least every fi fth young person 
has the opportunity to profi t from 
the programme YOUTH by joining a 
voluntary service or other activities 
and that all young people within the 
EU are aware of these opportunities 
offered by the EU. This would also 
consolidate their identity as Europe-
ans and young people would have 
more knowledge about political proc-
esses in Europe. 
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>> Young people  demand more 
co-determination - does the federal 
parliament hear these demands?

Yes. Of course we think a lot about how 
young people can be motivated for 
joining political work. The Shell-study 
showed that we need other forms of 
participation outside the classical political 
parties for achieving this. The idea of our 
party is to create opportunities for join-
ing projects. We have many projects and 
seminars where you can just drop in. 

>> How important is European 
educational experience for youth 
participation?

Young people must be able to co-oper-
ate at European level, otherwise they 
will not get a feeling for Europe and a 
European identity will not develop. For 
this reason it is important to expand 
youth work at European level and to 
promote exchange programmes. More 
money will have to be provided for 
these activities as from 2007. 

>> How realistic is it to demand a 
larger budget?

At the moment this is diffi cult to 
say, because it also depends on 
whether it will be possible to cut 
other funds like e.g. agricultural 
subsidies. This is diffi cult at the 
time being. 

Not a paper for the drawer
Interview with Anna Lührmann

Anna Lührmann (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen), aged 21, is Germany‘s youngest 
member of parliament. 
At the European Conference on Youth Participation she received the “Hanover 
Declaration” and promised to pass on the demands.

>> One demand raised during the 
European Youth Conference was 
that of improving the interaction of 
formal and non-formal education. 
This does not cost money – why 
does this not go ahead faster?

In Germany the main reason is that 
the schools are not autonomous 
and far too regulated. The schools 
themselves must be able to decide 
on which things they want to focus, 
whether to stay open all day and pro-
vide rooms in the afternoons for in-
formal projects. In Finland this works 
perfectly, for instance. Addition-
ally, we have a very well developed 
system of associations in Germany 
– they should be much better tied to 
the schools. 
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Example of good practice

Youth in a network
Project “Networkshop” Germany

Together we are stronger - this 
is the idea on the basis of which 
young people from fi ve cities in east 
Germany have founded the “Net-
workshop” in 2004. Several times 
each year youth parliaments, forums 
and councils from Magdeburg, Halle, 
Leipzig, Dresden and Wittenberg 
meet and exchange experience, get 
further education for youth work 
and establish contacts. The network 
is coordinated by the offi ce of the 
Servicestelle Jugendbeteiligung. 

The Networkshop aims at develop-
ing and establishing municipal youth 
participation structures. ‘Conditions 
for youth networks in the cities vary. 
Having a look at others is helpful in 
such a situation’ says Kathrin Luft 
from the Servicestelle Jugendbeteili-
gung. For the 2 project years have 
been planned 4 big meetings with 
100 participants each. The most 
recent one took place at Leipzig and 
dealt with “Evaluation”. Additionally, 
the programme includes four further 
education seminars and four working 
meetings of the city teams. 

The main approach is: Youth for 
youth. Planning, organisation, co-
ordination - everything is done by 
young people. ‘We want to change 
the world we live in – bearing the 
responsibility ourselves and by inde-

pendent action’ states Kathrin Luft. 
‘Networkshop shows two things: to 
people outside that these things are 
possible and feasible and to us that 
we can make a change.’ 

The local teams mainly provide ad-
vice for young people: young people 
who plan a project like making a fi lm 
may get advice on the content, the 
method and also on fi nancing. ‘We 
try very much to involve in particular 
young people who were not involved 
before’ says co-ordinator Luft. The 
programme also wants to strengthen 
the dialogue with politicians by 
means of joint public relations work 
and close contact with the politi-
cians.

The Networkshop is one of 31 model 
projects of the EU promoting innova-
tive participation projects. The sec-
ond source of funds is the German 
Children and Youth Foundation. The 
network wants to achieve that both 
the original youth structures and the 
Networkshop remain alive and active 
after 2005. ‘We will evaluate the 
project and acquire funds for con-
tinuing it’ assures Kathrin Luft. More 
city teams are welcome - we can all 
learn from each other.

Homepage:
www.projekt-nws.de

>> At the conference you were 
presented to the “Hanover Decla-
ration”. Do you already know into 
which drawer you will put it?

Into no one. We are still searching for 
ideas for motivating people and how 
we can get politics and young people 
closer together. This is why I will read 
the paper very carefully.
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Background:
More than 120 participants from 28
European countries met during the
European Conference on Youth 
Participation “Please do disturb!”.
Young people involved in participa-
tion projects attended the confer-
ence as well as youth workers, sci-
entists, local government officials
and members of political bodies
from across Europe. All participants
of the attending nations agreed that
youth participation is important and
required for a progressive and dem-
ocratic Europe, however, this has to
be supported and a framework be
provided. The starting point for
youth participation is very different
in the various countries, but there
are information, skills, opportunities
and support structures existing at
different levels in all the countries.

Regrettably, it has to be stated that
the different European papers and
documents on youth participation

(e.g. the “White Paper: A new impe-
tus for European Youth”, the “Coun-
cil Resolution on common objectives
for participation by and information
for young people” etc.) were not yet
able to guarantee an active increase
of youth participation possibilities in
the different countries, despite the
good objectives of the respective
authors and supporting entities.

The “Hanover Declaration on Youth
Participation” tries to build a con-
nection between the momentum of
these documents and its political
sphere of origin and the level of
practical youth participation work at
local or national level. It was this
range of backgrounds and activities
that formed the variety of partici-
pants in Hanover and what brought
us to the position to address this
declaration to political bodies in the
European Union, including especially
the European Commission, the
Council of Europe, the European

Parliament, the national govern-
ments and the respective national
ministries and institutions responsi-
ble for youth policy. Its recommen-
dations also address youth workers,
youth organisations and young peo-
ple all across Europe in an attempt
to draw some cohesion between
understanding, action and direction.

I. Increase participation of
young people in civic life in
their community

It is clearly evident that the starting
point for youth participation is at
local level and based where young
people are and live with their inter-
ests, issues and concerns. Participa-
tion and active citizenship need to be
based around opportunities to influ-
ence our practical environment, daily
life and to be supported at this level
by those in political responsibility.
However, examples of the majority
of the attending European countries
showed that this aim is yet underde-
veloped. Binding mechanisms are still
lacking in most countries that assure
the participation of young people or
their representatives in issues and
decisions that concern them.

We therefore recommend the 
following aspects concerning 
the four key areas:

… information:
• That political bodies agree on the

importance of youth participation
• That guidelines on positive partici-

pation for adults and young peo-
ple will be established and be
given binding relevance

Hanover Declaration on Youth Participation
“Please do disturb!” – European Conference on Youth Participation
Hanover/Germany, 7th – 10th April 2005
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It is by following these objectives
that our Declaration works towards
some conclusions and recommenda-
tions on youth participation across
Europe.  

In respect and appreciation of the
recommendations set down in the
“Council resolution of 25 November
2003 on common objectives for par-
ticipation by and information for
young people” (2003/C 295/04), we
follow in principle the three objec-
tives identified:

I. Increase participation of young
people in civic life in their commu-
nity

II. Increase participation of young
people in the system of represen-
tative democracy

III. Support for various forms of
learning to participate

• That honesty, openness and trans-
parency will be guiding principles in
the dialogue between the actors

… skills:
• That youth workers, teachers and

politicians would improve/develop
the skills to listen, empower and
be open to young people partici-
pating

• That training and coaching shall
be provided and supported for
young people, especially at local
as well as at regional and national
level to build and further develop
participation skills 

… opportunities:
• That environments, structures and

strategies are required to ensure
that there are opportunities for
exchange and dialogue

• That schools, voluntary and statu-
tory youth organisations, NGOs
and youth centres should all have
the resources and provision for
youth participation

… support:
• That appropriate resources and

investment are essential for the
development of a sustainable
youth participation infrastructure

II. Increase participation of
young people in the system
of representative democracy

In the European Union approximate-
ly 15% of the population are young
people, being 75 millions of the
overall population in the 25 Member
States. Being such important part of
society, they could and should have
a more visible influence on politics.
It is well known that the polling per-
centages, e.g. for the last elections
on the European Parliament are
down to approxmately 30%, and
that the number of youngsters in
political parties is dwindling.

The conference participants state
the following reasons for this situa-
tion: In general there is a low trust
in the system by the young people,
a pessimistic view on their real
opportunities to influence political
decisions within this system and a
low self-confidence of the young
people that they have the skills, lan-
guage and competence to act in the
field of representative democracy.

Young people are not consulted in
most countries from the beginning;
Tokenism is an often experienced
answer to attempts of young people

For example:
Despite all financial constraints and

cuttings in other fields, the City 
of Amsterdam has increased 

the budget for youth work and 
participation projects up to 

289.000 € in the year 2005.

For example:
“Netzwerkstatt” is a pilot project 
on participation. Young people
establishing local networks of bodies
active in youth participation together
with politicians in five German cities.
These networks are coached by
peers and (youth) experts. 
www.projekt-nws.de

• That trained and experienced
staff/coaches/facilitators and ani-
mators are required wherever
young people want and need
them

• That specialists and youth partici-
pation workers would act as advi-
sors and coaches to the decision
makers.
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to gain an influence on political
decision making processes.

There is as well a lack of transparen-
cy and central decisions in the NGO
field; volunteer and youth organi-
sations have to take care of demo-
cratic structures and bottom-up
approaches need to be adopted. 

The conference attendants there-
fore recommend the following
possible solutions:
• To increase and improve youth

information
• To improve the education in the

formal sector on political topics
and democracy

• To institutionalise (where not yet
established) a frame-work of the
youth policy in terms of youth
laws, pacts, forums, consulting
system etc.

• To establish a culture of openness
at the political level by:
- opening political parties to
young people
- raising awareness of politicians
about the importance and benefits
of youth participation
- consulting young people about
their views

• To increase attractiveness of the
political decision making process 

In practice, this means to:
• Establish campaigns about elections

adjusted to the different age groups
• Offer trial elections at schools and

through other organisations
• Make the existing legislation

accessible
• Institutionalise a system of youth

consultation (e.g. youth advisory
boards, parliamentary committee
on youth, co-management bodies
etc.)

• Encourage selection guidelines in
the youth councils (geographical,
gender, age etc. diversity)

• The development of education
programmes on diplomacy, lobby-
ing, active citizenship

• Establish participation networking
among NGOs. 

For example:
In the County of Norfolk, the “Hear
by Right” for youth participation
was adopted. Standardised research
methods were used to collect the
voice of young people and to “build
in” their consulting in all stages of
the political process. An example
would be that young people have
been able to get the Council to con-
sider concessionary fares for young
people aged 16 to 19 rather than
pay full fare on buses.

III. Support for various forms
of learning to participate

In order to ensure the participation
of young people, a learning process
that is accessible, inclusive of all and
meaningful has to be developed.
The learning process of participation
aims to develop competences, atti-
tudes, skills and knowledge.

Young people learning to participate
can have a variety of venues: the
family, school and the formal educa-
tional system, the vocational and job
sector, peers, youth organisations
and projects – and may also include
many other informal opportunities. 

From the actions of the European
YOUTH Programme and the pilot
projects for participation supported
by the European Commission, a
dynamic has been initiated and new
initiatives been developed at local
level in the field of non-formal and
informal education to promote the
active participation of young people.
The differences lead to a lack of
cohesion, understanding and sus-
tainability.

School is considered to be the most
ideal place where participation
should be learned and experienced
and this should start at an early age.
Many schools, though, do not work
with principles of youth participa-
tion.

All points in the “Common Objec-
tives…” (2003) remain important
issues, especially “to further develop
interaction between formal, non-
formal and informal education; to
promote and increase awareness of
the benefits to all of the participa-
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tion of committed young people
and to combat prejudices against
young people which prevent them
from playing an effective part.”

In order to address these objecti-
ves, the conference participants
recommend that…:
• best practices in this field have 

to be promoted and developed
further 

• information about youth partici-
pation opportunities is essential
and therefore should be improved

• schools should open up for a
more than representative youth
participation as it works in most
countries; it should start with the
interests and motivation of young
people 

• the learning process is better
achieved through the involvement
of the young people and this can
be done through: human rights
education, coaching, training and
experiential learning with their
peers and adults

• co-operation initiated between dif-
ferent partners, especially between
formal and non-formal structures,
has to be intensified.

To achieve these goals, political sup-
port is not sufficient and financial
commitments and resources have to
be provided.

Furthermore…

We have agreed during this confer-
ence that participation is not a self-
evident value. If participation is a
fake; if it is a mere representation
without a realistic impact on issues
that matter for young people, it
makes no sense. Even more, simula-
tions of youth participation have a
dangerous impact on what is as a
result known as political apathy and
a decrease of trust in democratic
institutions and processes among
young people.

We consider participation not a self-
functioning automatic instrument. 
It requests the effort of the political
sphere, the sphere of youth work
and the young people themselves.
To enable active and effective 
participation, politicians and local
authorities are asked to implement
“open structures of co-ordination”,
which provide relevant impact for
young people on issues of their
concerns. In order to have youth
work being a reliable partner for
the political approach, the main
players (youth organisations, youth
councils, youth participation struc-
tures, projects…) have to give up
their competitive attitude of speak-
ing exclusively for “the youth”. Of
course this is based by the fight for
limited financial resources and influ-
ence on youth policy. The confer-
ence participants see the responsi-
bility of these players to understand
that none of them can alone cover
the variety of youth interest and
activities. On the side of young peo-
ple we plea for the courage for
them to speak up in their own lan-
guage, for not simply copying the
given structures and for the accept-

ance that their own view on the
world is not the only one that
exists.

The conference participants see the
importance to gain awareness and
consciousness of certain obstacles
and traps of participation, taking
advantage of research on youth par-
ticipation and the evaluation of par-
ticipation projects and innovative
approaches. 

Theoretical base, practical findings
and methods, political instruments –
all can be found at the many differ-
ent levels from European Commis-
sion down to local youth policy. It is
not the task to invent new wheels;
it’s time to make them roll – and
fuel the vehicle!

For example:
“Let’s play to be an association!” 
is the title of a formal education
programme established in the village
of Paterna, close to Valencia. Young
people realise small projects based
on financial and organisational 
support by a specialised youth par-
ticipation teacher.

If you are interested in further
information, please contact 
the organisers of the European
Conference on Youth Participation:

JUGEND für Europa 
Claudius Siebel
E-mail: siebel@jfemail.de

Profondo
Frank Schmitz, Jochen Butt
E-mail: profondo@t-online.de

Download and additional 
information about the declaration 
and the conference: 
www.pdd.youthinaction.de
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20:00 Panel discussion

• “The future of Youth Participa-
tion in the frame of the European 
co-operation in the youth field”

- Peter Lauritzen, Council of 
Europe, Head of Department for
Education, Training, Research 
and Communication, Directorate
of Youth and Sport

- Hans-Georg Wicke, German
Agency Youth, Head

- Renaldas Vaisbrodas, European 
Youth Forum, President

- Bart Dierick, Ministry of the 
Flemish Community – Youth and 
Sports Division, Deputy Director

- Tania Matias, National Youth 
Council of Luxembourg (CGJL), 
Presidency Officer

Please 
do disturb!

Thursday, 7.4.2005

16:00 Opening

• Official welcome by the 
organisers

• Welcome by Barbara Wurster,
German Federal Ministry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens,
Women and Youth

• Greeting by EU-Commission

• “Youth Participation... a time for
rights, commitments and action”
Renaldas Vaisbrodas, 
European Youth Forum, President

• “Youth Participation in Europe”
Peter Lauritzen,
Council of Europe, Head of
Department for Education, Train-
ing, Research and Communication,
Directorate of Youth and Sport

• “Plea for an effective Youth 
Participation”
Dr. Barbara Tham,
Centre for Applied Political 
Science, Research Group Youth
and Europe

18:00 Dinner

“Please do disturb!”
European Conference on Youth Participation

Programmeprogramme

Friday, 8.4.2005

9:30 – 12:30 
Thematical workshops

• Strategies of Youth Participation
for different target groups
Martin Pokorny, Civic Association
Iniciatíva (SK)

• Existing structures of Youth 
Participation at community level
– binding standards needed!?
Robin Konieczny, County Active
Citizenship Co-ordinator, Norfolk
County Council (UK)

• Gender Mainstreaming and 
Youth Participation
Vegard Iglebæk, Gender Equality
Ombudsman (NO)

• Youth Participation for all: 
mission impossible!? 
Different educational backgrounds
as hurdles in Youth Participation
Leo Rutjes and Kitty Jurrius,
Alexander Foundation (NL)

• “Reconsidering youth participa-
tion: critical views on a self-
evident value”
Dr. Klaus Koopmann, University 
of Bremen, Institute for Political
Science (D)
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15:00 – 18:00 
Thematical workshops

• Dialogue between politics and
youth – how to be reached?
Jan Zlatan Kulenovic, Youth 
Information Agency Bosnia-
Herzegovina (BIH)

• Youth Participation and Human
Rights Education
Diego Marin (ES)

• Youth Participation in the formal
education system
Ana Victoria Lopez, Youth & 
Participation teacher (ES)

• Increasing Youth Participation
through coaching
Paul Andrew Bury (UK)

18:30 – 19:15 
Results of the workshops 
in plenary

21:00 P-party

Saturday, 9.4.2005

9:30 – 18:00 Open Space

“Let’s open space for 
Youth Participation!”
What is Open Space Technology?
Open Space (OS) is a simple, power-
ful way to get people, information,
and whole organisations moving. 
OS is not like usual seminars or 
conferences...

• There are no lectures or planned
workgroups

• You create and manage your
own agenda

• You are responsible for the 
working groups, be it in terms 
of size, composition, methods 
or duration

• All results, proposals, and
arrangements are continuously
recorded and publicised

• Before the end of OS everybody
receives documentation of all 
the results

• Be open for any surprises and
also a lot of fun!

Sunday, 10.4.2005

9:30 – 12:30 Open Space

Event planning

12:30 Final plenary

13:00 End of the conference  

Off limits

During the whole conference, you
will find a project market offering
the possibility to find partners, to
get information about interesting
youth participation projects from
all over Europe – or to spread your
information!

The “P-Café” offers room for a talk
with people you meet, for a
relaxed atmosphere, and (as we
know from the “Open Space”
method) for probably the best way
to find new ideas.
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Andersen Ulrich CVU Jelling (Vejlevej 2; 7300 
Jelling)

Bakkelyst 8 (private) DK-7100 Vejle 0045 75 881242 Ulrich.s.andersen@skolekom.
dk

Beeston Kirsty Regional Youth Work Unit 
North East

William Street Felling UK - Gateshead NE10 OJP 0044 191 4404410 Kirsty@rywu.org.uk
www.nerya.org.uk

Bendiab Sonia National Youth Council 187 rue de Chartreux F - 13004 Marseille 0044 622 570212 s.bendiab@laposte.net

Bergmark Anna Youth representative from 
Enskede-Årsa Youth Council

Sandfjärdsgatan 84 S- 12056 Årsta 0046 8 7227037 noctua87@hotmail.com

Biały Leszek Stowarzyszenie Wspierania i 
Rozwoju Wsi “Ecoeurowieś”

Ul. Norwida 36 PL-58-309 Wałbrzych 0048 74 8473713
0048 693 163003

Dicke_haare@poczta.onet.pl

Biebricher Martin Bertelsmann Foundation Carl-Bertelsmann-Straße 256 D-33334 Gütersloh 0049 5241 8181379 Martin.
biebricher@bertelsmann.de

Bizjak Matic Youth Council of Ljubljana Zofke Kvedrove 20 SI - 1000 Ljubljana 0038 14301261 Matic.bizjak@ljubljana.si

Borg Mario National Commission for 
Persons with Disabilities

MA mariob77@onvol.net

Bourazanas Konstan-
tinos

DEPT.OF SECINDARY EDUCATI-
ON OF LARISSA PREFECTURE

KASTORIAS 2A GR - 41335 LARISSA mail@ssn.lar.sch.gr

Boyals Sandrine The Anderlecht House of 
Participation

Borreveldlaan 5 BE-1930 Zaventem 0032 25229451 sboyals@anderlecht.irisnet.be

Branković Jure City Scout Organisation of 
Ljubljana

Preglov trg 5 SI - 1120 Ljubljana 0038 41557890 Jure.brankovic@siol.net

Broer Yvor General Reporter yvor@thesparkle.org

Burda Agnieszka European Association of 
Young Regionalists (ESMR)

Wislana 3a/10 PL-40-939 Katowice 0048 50 7514399
Fax 0048 353 7566

Agnieszkastefan@poczta.
onet.pl
esmr@op.pl

Bury Buzz Buzz Bury Education and 
Training / Planet Exposure

12 Marina Avenue, Highcross, 
Staining

Blackpool FY3 OAP, Englanf 
/ UK

0044 12 53890609
0044 773 5429935

mail@buzzbury.co.uk

Camilleri Graziella Generades Youth Group MA gracam@nextgen.net.mt

Caruso Pasqualina Comune di Sant’Ilario dello 
Jonio 

Corso Umberto I IT- 89040 Sant’Ilario dello 
Jonio (RC)  

0039 349 7566728 Paqi2@inwind.it

Celis Kevin KILLBOY / Wanted vzw Generaal de Wittestraat 11 BE-3545 Halen 0032 13 441312 info@killboy.be

 ́Cepić Maja United List of Social 
Democrates

Trubarjeva 76 SI - 1000 Ljubljana 0038 13061052 Maja_cepic@yahoo.com

Chrysilios Chryssiliou chrysili@cytanet.com.cy

Collins Christopher Youthlink Wales 91 a Cardiff rd, Coerphilly UK 0044 20885711 Youthlink@youthlinkwales.org

Cordido 
Mendez

Sonia General Direction of Youth 
(Regional Government of 
Galicia)

Rùa de Feàns No 3-5 ES - Santiago de Compostela 
15706 (A Coruña)

0034 616 850470 scordido@yahoo.es

Crispoltoni Claudio Perugia City Council, Culture 
and Youth policies department

Via Dante Alighieri 60 IT - 06125 Perugia 0039 75 41602 Crispo77@yahoo.it

Daniels Carolien Netherlands Institute for Sport 
and Physical Activities

Papendallan 50 Postbus 32 NL - 6800 AA Arnhem Carolien.daniels@nisb.nl

Davignon Emmanuelle Regional Federation of Youth 
and Cultural Centres (FRMJC)

78 Rue du Fg Saint Jean F-45000 Orleans 0033 6 64825139 Emma_davignon@yahoo.fr

Dierick Bart Ministry of the Flemish 
Community – Youth and sports 
Division

Markiesstraat 1 BE-1000 Brussel Bart.dierick@wvc.vlaanderen.
be

Dijk Dorien Netherlands Institute for Sport 
and Physical Activities

Papendallan 50 Postbus 32 NL - 6800 AA Arnhem Dorien.dijk@nisb.nl

Diouf Birame ADANSONIA Foundation Bjerregaardsgt. 70B NO -0174 Oslo 0047 41564261 birane.diouf@fagam.net

Dixon Hedd-Wyn 
(Chewy)

Youthlink Wales 91A Cardiff Road, Coerphilly Cardiff CF24 1PY (UK) onephatwookie@hotmail.com

Dojnik Marcin The Youth Association Forum 
of Podkarpacie

Ul. Hetmańska9/313 PL - 35-045 Rzeszów 0048 17 853 46 19
0048 503096492

pfm@pfm.info.pl
cliford@go2.pl

Erdelyiova Rut Slovak Youth Foundation Ceska 4 SK-Bratislava 00421 905 772 447 erdelyiova@nadacianms.sk

Eschenbruch Eva National Participation 
Initiative
Projekt P

Stresemannstrasse 90 DE - 10963 Berlin 0049 30 25450432 eschenbruch@bpb.de

List of participants
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Last Name First Name Organisation/Project Street Place Telephone E-mail

Fazakas Mária Réka  Martin Luther King Organi-
zation &
CsiÐi Foundation

Kunigunda street 35, C /436
Müller L. 4/B/18

HU - 1037 Budapest
RO-530112 Miercurea-Ciuc

0036 70 6251789 
0040 742 972894

fazi_reka@hotmail.com

Fioravanti Marianella Organisation “Eurotrain” Via Cadorna 22 IT - 50129 Firenze 0039 3402851309 marianella@email.it

Frencia Chiara Il Campanile – Onlus Via Assarti 45 IT - 12032 Barge (CN) 0039 347 6402297 hebdomadaire2003@yahoo.
it or
fuerteventura@libero.it

Frew Timothy Youthlink Scotland 26 Newmains Road Kirkliston Edinburgh, EH29 
9AL, UK

0044 131 3332134 tfrew@youthlink.co.uk

Fuchs Susanne Cirius - EU YOUTH Programme Vesterbrogade 148 B c/o Bolvig DK-1620 Kobenhavn 0045 35 824224 Sf@ciriusmail.dk

Gebel Silke German National Youth 
Council - DBJR

Kreuzbergring 56c / 112 DE - 37075 Göttingen Silke.gebel@jef.de

Gesing Benjamin Service Point Youth 
 Participation

Germany b.gesing@jugendbeteiligung.
info

Grillo Laura International Youth Exchange 
Offi ce 

Via S.Giovanni Bosco 4 IT - 10024 Moncalieri 0039 329 3124456 marilauro@libero.it

Gureviciute Jurgita The municipality of Silute 
district

Birutes str. 22 Lithuania 0037 44179272 Jg@pamarys.lt

Haris Chrysosto-
mou 

Socialdemocratic Youth of 
cyprus (NEOS)

103, Democratias Avenue, Aylos 
Dometios 

2365 Nicosia, Cyprus 0035 799478075 haris.chrysostomou@gmail.
com

Herreman Hannelore NA BE – FL, JINT Grétrystraat 26 1000 Brussels 0032 22 070920 hherreman@jint.be

Höller Eva Youth Centre – Stadtgemeinde 
Amstetten

Stephanfadingerstraße 25 A-3300 Amstetten +43 7472 69917 jugendzentrum@amstetten.at

Iglebek Vegard Gender Equality Ombud P.O. Box 8048 Dep N-0031 Oslo 0047 41 692457 vegardig@yahoo.no

Jacobs Gareth Youthlink Wales 91A Cardiff Road, Coerphilly Cardiff CF24 1PY 0044 29 20885711 Youthlink@youthlinkwales.org

Janssens Daan Youth Parliament L. Beosierlaan 9 BE-3010 Kessel-lo 0032 16 890446

Jemai Amed Centre Régional d’Actions 
Sociales ,Interculturelles et de 
Communication

15 , rue Marteret  B.P 2147 . Villeurbanne 6961 scenescrasi@free.fr

Jensen Nana Friis Kraftwerket (Cultural House 
for young people)

Valgårdsvej 2 DK-2500 Valby 0045 35551965 Nfriis@kff.kk.dk

Jurrius Kitty Stichting Alexander Herenmarkt 93-c 1013 EC Amsterdam 0031 20 6263929 Jurrius@st-alexander.nl

Kaceviciute Egle IJGTM (Ignalina’s Young 
Naturalists‘ School)

Lygumos 8 Ignalina, Lithuania Egliuteee@yahoo.com

Kaldoja Anne-Liis  Vilajandi Culture Academy Virbi 22-48 EE - 13629 Tallinn 00372 4355257 annekas0@hotmail.com

Karas Barbara Foundation in Support 
of Youth Activiation and 
Development

Sielec 35 PL-28-200 Staszow 0048 607461921 Sielec@o2.pl

Koasidis Jannis Young Diplomats‘ Center Ul. Malcuzynskiego 11/31 PL-02-903 Warszawa 0048 505 116669 j.koasidis@cmd.org.pl

Konieczny Robin Norfolk County Council Coldham Stable Barn, Tuttington 
Road

Tuttington. Aylsham Norfolk 
NR11 6TA, UK

0044 126 3731630
0044 1603485999

robin.konieczny@norfolk.
gov.uk

Koopmann Dr. Klaus University Bremen, Institute for 
political science

Germany kkoopmann@uni-bremen.de

Kovalenko Maria Stichting Alexander Netherlands kovalenko@zonnet.nl

Kulenovic Jan Zlatan Youth Information Agency 
Bosnia-Herzegovina

Branilaca grada 19 B BIH - 71000 Sarajevo 0038 733209753
0038761139588(m)

Jan@oiabih.info

Kuure Tapio , Dr. 
Pol. 

Master Program on Youth 
Work

B.O.Box 181 FI - 50101 Mikkeli 0035 840 8644989 tapio.kuure@uta.fi 

Lambert Caroline The Anderlecht House of 
Participation

Rue Arthur Diderich 63 BE-1070 Bruxelles calambert@anderlecht.
irisnet.be

Lauritzen Peter Council of Europe, Directorate 
of Youth and Sport, Head of 
Department

France 0033 3 88412293 Peter.lauritzen@coe.int

Lechevallier SYLVIE ASSOCIATION CASTEL 21, rue Pierre Mendes France FR - 17310 St Pierre d’Oléron 0033 546 366767 Sylvie-lechevallier@castel.
asso.fr

Legutko Piotr resercher and jurnalist Krowoderskich Zuchów 26/19 PL - 31-272 Kraków 0048 12 6336955 legutko@autocom.pl

Lohuis Gerard P60 Youthvenue for pop 
culture and media

Stadsplein 100a
P.O. Box 111

NL - 1181 ZM Amstelveen
NL - 1180 AC Amstelveen

0031 20 3453435 gerard@p60.nl
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Lopez Ana Victoria Casa de la juventud/Ayuntami-
ento de Paterna

C/ Antonio Machado, 24 ES - 46980 Parterna 0034 676416115 anajuventud@yahoo.es

Luft Kathrin SJB Netzwerkstatt Grünberger Str. 54 DE - 10245 Berlin 0049 30 29046810 kathrin.luft@projekt-nws.de

Marco Emilio Giovani Partecipattivinelle 9
Comunità

Via Tintoretto IT - Montebelluna 0039 4 23617422 areamontebellunese@comune
.montebelluna.tv.it
marco.emilio@lillinet.org

Matias Tania National Youth Council (CGJL) 144, Rue Bamerdall LU - 9209 Diekirch 00352 091711096 tania.matias@cgjl.lu

Meggers Niels Ijab e.V. Heussallee 30 DE - 53113 Bonn meggers@ijab.de

Moreau Bernard Maison des Jeunes Le Hangar Chausée de dinant 666 BE-5100 Wépion b_moreau@yahoo.com

Munthe-Kaas Peter Kraftwerket Hvf Frederikshoj 176 DK-2450 Kobenhavn 0045 51 501738 Peter@munthe-kaas.dk

Nora Janah 
Iglesias 

National Youth Council (CGJL) 96, Rue Wery BE - 1050 Bruxelles 0032 498540864 janahnora@hotmail.com

Odstam Kristoffer Youth worker and support 
person for Enskede-Årsta 
Youth Council

Sofi elundsplan 44 SE - 12135 Johanneshov 0046 8 6046124   kristoffer.odstam@enskede-
arsta.stockholm.se

Olden Jorgen Municipality of Bjugn Youth 
Council

Radhuset NO-7160 Bjugn 0047 99103171 Jorgen_olden@hotmail.com

Pasatoiu Florin Youngsters without borders Street Sárberti, Com. Musetesti RO - 217 300 Gorj 0040 744 399412 Offi ce@ywb.ro

Pater Wawrzyniec Eurodesk Poland, NA of the 
youth Program

Mokotowska 43 PL - 00-551 Warszawa 0048 22 6226670 w.pater@eurodesk.pl

Petursdottir Elísabet Tónabær Youth Center Safamýri 28 IS - 108 Reykjawik 00354 8629636
00354 5108800

elisabet.
petursdottir@reykjawik.is

Pihlstrom Celine Oslo Youth Council Moller gata 3 NO - 0179 Oslo 0047 24149831 Celine@unginfo.oslo.no

Pirnay James JEC asbl  (Young and Citizen) Rue F. Neuray 74 BE-1050 Bruxelles 00322 180559 jamespirnay@jeuneetcitoyen.
be

Pokorný Martin Civic Association Iniciatíva Galandova 4/29 SK-03601 Martin 00421 907805074 Poko_mt@yahoo.com
iniciativa@nextra.sk 

Ponce Jorge Informal Group Implicados S. Xiao, LG. Pormarino 39 ES-15575 Narón A coruna 0034 669050421 osixfi x@six.udc.es
xurxi2000@yahoo.es

Popa Claudia-
Daniela 

NA for Supporting Youth Ini-
tiatives (Ministry of Education 
& Research)

Dem. I. Dodrescau Road, No 4-6 RO - Bucharest www.ansitromania.ro

Präger Steffen Different Youth Initiatives Magdeburger Allee 104 DE - 99086 Erfurt 0049 179 1410575 Steffen.praeger@freiraeume-
schaffen.de

Purmale Laura YOUTH National Agency Latvia Merkela street 11 - 531 LV - 1050 Riga 00371 7358065 laura.purmale@jaunatne.
gov.lv

Raynaud Magali BIJ / European Youth 
Programme

20-22 rue du commerce BE-1000 Bruxelles magali.raynaud@cfwb.be

Reid Anthony Birmingham Voluntary Youth 
Sector Network

C/o Birmingham Race Action 
Partnership, 9th fl oor, E.House

Birmingham B16 8NH, UK 0044 121 4567405 Anthonyr@brap.org.uk

Remmers Liesbeth Gemeente Amsterdam-
Dienst Maatschappelyke 
Ontwinheling

Weesperstraat 101 NL - 1000 BV Amsterdam 0031 20 5522766 l.remmers@dmoamsterdam.nl

Rennie Fred East Midlands Regional Youth 
Work Unit

Room 5, Queenswalk, Community 
Center

NG2 2DF Nottingham, UK 0044 7956046823
0044 115 4602012

Emrywu@fredrennie.com

Reuter Kalle de Akademie Überlingen Bünde 
Lübbecke/JESI-Jugend Enga-
giert sich!

Hauptstraße 12 - 14 DE - 32257 Bünde 0049 5223 6509417 mail@jes-buende.de

Róźycka Joanna Young Diplomats’ Center 43 Mokotowska Street PL - 00-551 Warsaw 0048 22 629 45 88 poczta@cmd.org.pl
joaska06@gazeta.pl

Rubio Nicolau Secretaria General de Joventut Salvà 39 ES-08004 Barcelona Nicolaurubio@gmail.com 
nrubioc@gencat.net 

Rutjes Leo Stichting Alexander Herenmarkt 93-c NL - 1013 EC Amsterdam 0031 20 6263929 rutjes@st-alexander.nl

Sahi Liisa Finnish Youth Co-operation 
Allianssi

Olympiastadion, Eteläkaarre FI - 00250 Helsinki 00358 934824383
00358 409004877

liisa@alli.fi 

Selkee Johanna The Association for municipali-
ties in Finland

Finland 00358 97712549 johanna.selkee@kuntaliitto.fi 

Seyidova Aysel Azerbaijan (99450) 221 46 93  ayselus@yahoo.com
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Sinke Ellen Dienst Maatschappelijke 
Ontwikkeling

Postbus 1840 NL - 1000 BV Amsterdam 0031 20 5522236 E.Sinke@dmo.amsterdam.nl

Sooth Sebastian Project Advisor (Project- & 
knowledge management)

Germany 0049 171 6981146 sebastian@sooth.de

Stenevik Carina Municipality of Sola, Sola 
Youth Club

Sandemyra 2 NO-4050 Sola 0047 958 28481 Carina.stenevik@gmail.com

Stöckel Ingo Cooperative PARSEC Viale Jonio, 331 IT-00141 Roma 0039 06 86209991 coop.parsec@tiscali.it

Strack Nami Music Projects in Europe
Music Workshops for Kids, 
Teenies

2 York Place
Wilmersdorfer Straße 152a

BN1 4GU Brighton, UK
DE - 10585 Berlin

0044 790 5489244
0049 178 7888728

namistyle@yahoo.co.uk

Sundet Rita E. Municipality of Bjugn Youth 
Council

Radhuset NO-7160 Bjugn 0047 725 19533
0047 412 69270

Rita.sundet@fl ink.no
rita.sundet@bjugn.kommune.
no

Szeleczky Balázs Local Government of the 18th 
District of Budapest

Rákóczi st. 19. IV/13 HU - 1191 Budapest 061 2804335
061 2961467

Szeleczkyb@freemail.hu

Tham Barbara Center for Applied Policy 
Research / Research Group 
Youth and Europe

Germany tham@fgje.de

Thomson Lynda Connexions Across Bourne-
mouth Dorset and Poole

7 beckley Copse, Walkford, 
Christchurch

Dorset BH23 5SD, UK 0044 1305 260600 thomsonl@connexions-bdp.
co.uk

Tolstrup Rasmus 
Thomas 

Youth School Copenhagen Rosenstykket 4, 2.th DK - 2720 Vanløse tolstrup@gmail.com

Tsitlakidis Damianos Municipal Council of Youth 
Edessas

Towm Hall Edessas, M. Kyriakoy 
9 p.o.

GR - 54635 Thessaloniki damosmed@hotmail.com

Ueland Ole Municipality of Sola Kjellehaugvegen 26 No-4054 Tjelta 0047 92613103 Ole.ueland@hoyre.no

Vaisbrodas Renaldas President of the European 
Youth forum

120 rue Joseph II BE-1000 Brussels renaldasvaisbrodas@
youthforum.org

Van Craesbeeck Luc JEC asbl (Young and Citizen) Rue de la Concorde 5 BE-1050 Bruxelles 0032 25 118101 Luc@jeuneetcitoyen.be

Vandemaele Matti Jemp vzw (Youth Service for 
civil participation)

Doorniksestraat 44/22 BE-8500 Kortrijk 0032 3 2310184 Matti@jemp.be

Verhaeghe Bart Flemish youth council Arnbergstraat 1d BE -1000 Brussels 0032 25 511371 bart.verhaeghe@vlaamsejeu
gdraad.be

Vink Caroline NIZW Moderation of the panel 
discussion

Netherlands c.vink@nizw.nl

Wakeham Maria Ministry of Justice Finland, P.O. Box  25, FI - 00023 Government 00358 9 1606 7951 maria.wakeham@om.fi 

Wasmer 
Serrano

Verónica Asociaciation d. Etats 
Generaux d. Etudiants de 
l’Europe(AEGEE-Madrid)

C/Betelgeuse 32, Getafe ES - 28905 Madrid 0034 687 342041 vewase@terra.es

Weiler Margita Koordinierungszentrum 
Deutsch-tschechischer Jugend-
austausch

Maximilianstr. 4 DE - 93047 Regensburg 0049 941 5855712
0049 178 2947668

m@milleplateaux.de
stephan.kruhl@tandem-org.de

Wicke Hans-Georg Head of german national 
agency YOUTH

Germany wicke@ijab.de

Wurster Barbara German Ministry for Family Af-
fairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth

Germany Barbara.Wurster@BMFSFJ.
BUND.DE

Ylitalo Sanna Youth implication/ The Base-
project

Finland 00358 16 618542
0049 40 5540414

sanna.ylitalo@sodankyla.fi 

Zanev Catherine European Youth Parliament in 
Germany

Sophienstraße 28-29 DE - 10178 Berlin 0049 30 28095155
0049 162 7823006

catherine.zanev@eyp.de

Zourou Katerina EU Consultant on language 
policies (DGEAC)

41, Moshonission str. GR-Kalamaria Thessaloniki 
55131

0030 6944 615626 Katerinazourou@yahoo.fr
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Conference Team

Butt Jochen Profondo Borriesstr. 28 DE-30519 Hannover 0049 511 8386012 Profondo@t-online.de

Conde Henar SALTO YOUTH Initiatives 
Ressource Center

20-22 rue du Commerce BE - 1000 Brussels 0032 222 75277 henar@salto-youth.net

Dimitrova Velichka JUP-Bad Oldesloe Turmstraße 14A DE -23843 Bad Oldesloe 0049 4531 4512 greaty@gmail.com

Hoffmann Verena Deutsche Agentur Jugend 
für Europa

Victoriastraße 52 DE-46238 Bottrop 0049 2041 33171 ena_hoffmann@web.de

Janssen Lorance Dutch Agency Youth / NIZW Netherlands l.janssen@nizw.nl

Marin Diego Trainer Diego@euroaccion.com

Pieper Martin Regional Service Point Youth 
Participation

Bergwitzerstraße 26 DE-06901 Kemberg 0049 34921 60775 Martin.pieper@freiraeume-
schaffen.de

Posnik Milena Polish Agency Youth Mokotowska 43 PL - 00-551 Warszawa 0048 22 6223706 m.posnik@youth.org.pl

Pouzenc Flavie French Agency Youth France Pouzenc@injep.fr

Schmitz Frank Profondo Borriesstr. 28 DE-30519 Hannover 0049 511 8386012 Profondo@t-online.de

Siebel Claudius Deutsche Agentur Jugend 
für Europa

Heussallee 30 DE-53113 Bonn 0049 228 9506228 Siebel@jfemail.de

Open Space - Team

Pannwitz Michael M Open Space Facilitator Draisweg 1 DE-12209 Berlin 0049 30 7728000 mmpanne@boscop.de

Pannwitz Yaari OS Assistant yaari@bg5.de

Pannwitz Daniel OS Assistant daniel@pannwitz.com

Gochtchinskaia Anna OS-Assistant kapova@mail.ru

Türk Anna 
Caroline 

OS-Assistant Grunowstraße 5 DE - 13187 Berlin 0049 30 53016111 anna_caroline@web.de

Ringler Dominik OS-Assistant / ISIS Berlin e.V. Rosa-Luxemburg-Straße 45 DE - 10178 Berlin 0049 177 6856330 isis-berlin@gmx.de

Open Space - Resources

www.openspaceworld.org Information about Open Space in 20 languages

www.openspaceworldmap.org 213 Open Space Practitioners in 43 countries

www.michaelmpannwitz.de Information about Open Space in German
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