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ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE, 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
– HOW GREEN IS YOUTH WORK?

#4

ONLINE 



MONDAY, 11th October 2021

09:45 – 10:30 Session #1 A vision for youth work in Europe - climate change, young people 
and youth work

 Dr Lasse Siurala, Lecturer at Aalto University, Finland and Tallinn 
University, Estonia

 Lasse Siurala focuses his input on three major questions: how to strengthen 
the capacity of youth work to respond to emerging challenges in the context 
of climate change, how can youth work support young people in their 
climate activism and in building a sustainable future and how can the 
youth sector act as a partner in cross-sectoral cooperation. Youth action on 
climate change is a prime example of how young people have contributed 
to push the political agenda forward and enlarge the scope of youth work. 
The strategy cannot be limited to only supporting young people who 
are already active, but must include all young people, while promoting 
critical thinking and creativity, as well as human rights, democratic 
values and active citizenship; it must include a reconceptualising as well 
and rediscovering of existing practices within youth work and training 
and education for youth workers to open up possibilities for educational 
renewal. Applying a cross-sectoral youth policy at all levels which focuses 
stronger on climate change is key in such a strategy.

11:30 – 12:00 Session #2 Facilitating youth engagement in climate policy making: a 
case study of the National Youth Council of Ireland’s “Future 
Generations- Climate Justice Project”

 Dr Jamie Gorman, BSoc Community & Youth Work, co-ordinator at 
Department of Applied Social Studies Maynooth University, Ireland 
and Valery Molay, Climate Justice Activist at National Youth Council 
of Ireland

 Young people face significant barriers to engaging in climate policy 
processes due to their subordinate position within adult structures of 
climate governance and political participation. Further barriers are faced 
by youth from marginalised and disadvantaged groups, pointing to the 
need for an intersectional analysis of youth within other categories of 
marginalisation such as ‘race’, ethnicity, ‘dis’ability and class. To shed light 
on how youth work might address these barriers and support meaningful 
youth engagement in climate policy-making, Jamie Gorman and Valery 
Molay will present the findings from a collaborative inquiry process with 
the National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) led Future Generations 
- Climate Justice Project which is an innovative example of how youth 
NGOs can respond to the climate crisis and facilitate greater youth 
political participation in climate policy making.
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Keynotes & Inputs will be streamed as follows



14:00 – 14:30 Session #3 How green was the Erasmus+ Programme? The cases of Bulgaria, 
Finland, Germany and Spain as green “thermometers” in the field 
of youth work

 Alonso Escamilla, Projects Coordinator at Biderbost, Boscan & 
Rochin, Spain and Teresa Martin, Researcher at Pontifical University 
of Salamanca, Spain

 The contribution of Alonso Escamilla & Teresa Martín aims to verify 
the degree to which the Erasmus+ Programme addressed the issues of 
environment, climate change and sustainable development within its 
strategic partnerships in the field of youth during the 2014-2020 period, by 
developing a cross national comparison between Germany, Bulgaria, Spain 
and Finland and checking if there is any correlation between the socio-
economic context and the respective topics. Generally, the issues regarding 
environment, climate change and sustainable development were not seen as a 
priority within the strategic partnerships in the field of youth and the results 
also show disparities in the four studied countries. For the new Erasmus+ 
Programme (2021-2027) it will be key to determine a baseline for the 
incorporation of the European Green Deal into the programme’s priorities.

15:30 – 17:00 Session #4 Youth Work Practice Panel
 Moderation: Rilke Mahieu, Flemish National Agency JINT

 Why youth participation is key in creating sustainable youth 
work - lessons learned by a Flemish youth organization with an 
international focus

 Fien Morren, Educator & project manager at Globelink vzw – 
Anderlecht, Belgium 

 PULSE: a cross-sectoral network for a sustainable and just society 
 Finn Van Dinter, Project and network manager at PULSE 

Transitienetwerk Cultuur Jeugd Media - Brussels, Belgium 
 
 Best practices in European mobility programmes in the field of 

youth education for environment, climate change and sustainable 
development

 Esther Vallado, Co-founder, head, educational projects manager and 
lead trainer, Asociación Biodiversa, Spain

 Sustainability as a topic of a regional Youth Council in Germany
 Christina Thomas, Desk Officer Media & Public Relations at Regional 

Youth Council North-Rhine Westfalia, Germany

 The Youth Work Practice Panel, moderated by Rilke Mahieu, invites 
four practitioners to look from diverse youth work backgrounds on links 
between environment, climate change and sustainable development and 
youth work practice: Fien Morren asks why youth participation is key in 
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creating sustainable youth work, Finn Van Dinter showcases a cross-sectoral 
network for a sustainable and just society, Esther Vallado offers best practices 
in European mobility programmes in the field of youth education for 
environment, climate change and sustainable development and Christina 
Thomas reports how sustainability has become a topic of a regional Youth 
Council in Germany. Focus will be given to the aspect of “taking action”, the 
current practices and approaches that the panellists use successfully.

TUESDAY, 12th October

09:30 – 10:00 Session #5 Intergenerational leadership for low carbon and climate resilient 
communities: European approaches for centering youth leadership 
& inclusion in local and regional climate protection

 Violeta Duncan, Alexander von Humboldt German Chancellor Fellow, 
The Global Urban Studies Institute (GLOBUS), Berlin, Germany

 Violeta Duncan aims in her research, conducted under the Alexander 
von Humboldt German Chancellor Fellowship, to inspire local leaders to 
develop and adopt intergenerational approaches to climate action planning 
and implementation. It seeks to answer the question “what capacities must 
communities build to advance intergenerational justice in local climate 
action?” and intends to uncover opportunities and strategies to anchor 
global intergenerational equity goals in local climate action plans, policies, 
programs, and investments; further it seeks to to identify state and local 
governments and other local political actors which are partnering with youth 
to advance local climate protection, to look at intergenerational governance 
processes and structures facilitating youth-leadership in local climate action, 
at youth values undergirding proposals for equitable transitions to carbon 
neutral communities as well as at funding models to initiate and sustain 
these partnerships.

11:00 – 11:30 Session #6 The return of geopolitics and the youth climate movement: what 
implications for youth 

 Niccolò Milanese, Director of European Alternatives, France and 
IWM Vienna

 Recent events suggest that climate change campaigners cannot avoid 
geopolitics in the coming period; greater attention to questions of post-
coloniality and racism, war and conflict inevitably open up geopolitical 
questions about global justice. In order for youth workers to develop strategies 
for talking through these themes amongst young people, preparing young 
people to be able to navigate potential conflicts and disagreements whilst 
also aiming at having a political effectiveness, Niccolò Milanese looks at 
recent examples of the youth climate movement addressing geopolitical issues, 
asking how these relationships have been articulated, what potential or 
actual conflicts this created amongst climate activists themselves, and what 
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it reveals about the resilience of the climate movements. 5 lessons for youth 
workers wanting to help young people relate climate concerns to other likely 
dominant geopolitical issues in the coming decade will be drawn.

13:30 – 14:00 Session #7 How can youth work respond to the post human predicament and 
how can a critical posthuman youth work model enable young 
people to consider what it means to be human?

 Dr Maria Pisani, Senior Lecturer for Youth & Community Studies at 
Faculty for Social Wellbeing, University of Malta

 Maria Pisani develops a critical posthuman model of youth work in response 
to the question, ‘what does it mean to be human in a world where robots 
are granted rights refused to human beings’? She positions youth work as a 
philosophical encounter, whilst also questioning the humanist legacy that 
lies at the heart of youth work theory. She considers how youth work might 
respond to the post human predicament marked by the intersecting forces 
of neoliberalism and growing inequalities, the fourth industrial revolution, 
the digital divide, and advances in Artificial Intelligence, climate change 
and environmental destruction, and global pandemics such as covid-19 and 
provides some reflections on how a critical posthuman youth work model 
might provide a lens through which young people might consider what it 
means to be human in the technologically mediated Anthropocene, and also 
as a model for embracing new possibilities and a praxis of hope.
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