
The conference is intended to: 
 _ clarify the contribution of the EU’s youth strategy to the 
Europe 2020 strategy;

 _ strengthen the local and regional dimension and active par-
ticipation of the regions in the design and implementation of 
the EU’s youth strategy;

 _ allow best practice to be exchanged on the main themes and 

instruments of the EU youth strategy, such as youth participa-
tion, cross-sectoral policy, prevention and combating social 
exclusion, non-formal learning and employability at regional 
and local level;

 _ develop a common understanding of the added value and 
necessary conditions for successful interregional cooperation 
in the youth field.

 _ members of the CoR Commission on Education, Youth, Cul-
ture and Research (EDUC); 

 _ representatives from regions and municipalities in Europe 
with responsibility for youth policy; 

 _ youth policy officers of national, regional and local representa-
tions to the EU;

 _ policy officers of the European Parliament and the European 
Commission working in the youth policy field; 

 _ representatives from civil society and youth organisations;
 _ young people.

In many EU member states, responsibility for youth work and 
youth policy is exercised by local and regional authorities. Since 
they set the legal framework, implement directives enacted by 
central governments, promote youth work and draft youth poli-
cies, local and regional authorities influence the framework and 
content of youth policy and youth work. They play a decisive role 
in implementing the EU youth strategy. 

The conference will provide an opportunity to discuss the EU 
youth strategy and its contribution to Europe’s broader growth 
strategy, Europe 2020. The aim is to increase awareness of the 
role and political mandate of the regions with regard to Euro-
pean youth strategies.

Since the adoption of the White Paper on Youth in 2001, the 
Committee of the Regions – as the political body representing 
local and regional authorities – has commented on their role 
in youth policy on several occasions. Giving local and regional 
policy-makers a stronger voice in the youth strategy of the EU 
is seen as an important step towards ensuring participation 
and better chances for young citizens. The CoR not only offers 
political support but could also provide an important platform 
for exchanging good policy and practice ideas between regions 
in addressing the most important challenges for young people in 
Europe.

Background 

Aims 

Main target group
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Invitation

“Think European – act local: the 
role of federal states and regions 
in the EU youth strategy”

12 November 2013, 11 am to 4.30 pm,  
Committee of Regions, Brussels



Draft programme

Parallel workshops 

The workshops provide a platform for exchanging examples of 

good policy and practice and discussing the guiding principles 

for successful and sustainable implementation. Each workshop 

will be chaired by a member of the CoR.

Workshop 1:

The cross-sectoral dimension of youth policy 

Effective youth policy requires coordination of all those policy fields 
with relevance to young people’s lives. Youth policy is only effective 
when it is designed in a cross-sectoral way. Regions have a specific 
role to play here. Following presentations of two good practice ex-
amples, participants will discuss how youth policy could sharpen its 
cross-sectoral approach.

Chair: Michael Schneider, Secretary of State, Delegate of the State of 
Saxony-Anhalt for the German Federation, member of the CoR

Panellists:
Sylvie Robert, first vice president of the regional council of Brittany, 
responsible for youth
D. Felipe Codina Belles, Director-General for Employment and 
Social Affairs of the region of Valencia (Generalitat Valenciana)
Gianfranco Simoncini, Minister for Employment in the Tuscany 
region

Opening session

Opening and welcome by Jean-François Istasse, Vice president of 
the EDUC commission of the CoR

Keynote speeches 

Johannes Bergunder (GOEUROPE!): What young people in 
 Europe worry about and want. What do young people expect of 
 local and regional policy-makers?

Martina Münch, Minister for Education, Youth and Sport of 
Brandenburg: Influence of the regions on youth policy in Europe

Debate with the audience 

 

11 – 11.45 a.m.

11.45 a.m. – 12.15 p.m.

12.15 – 1.30 p.m.

Workshop 2:

Contribution of youth work to combating social exclusion and 

poverty

Young people in Europe face a higher risk of poverty and social 
exclusion than the average member of the population. A key aspect 
of successful youth work is enabling young people to break free early 
on in their lives from this path to which they are supposedly des-
tined. What can youth work do to reduce poverty and prevent social 
exclusion? Following presentations of two good-practice examples, 
participants will discuss successful quality criteria for youth work. 

Chair: Robert Bright, Member of the Newport City Council, Wales, 
and of the CoR Commission on Education, Youth, Culture and 
Research (EDUC)
 
Panellists:
Ludovic Brun, Regional Administration for Youth, Sport and Social 
Cohesion, Paris, France
Eddy Adams, “Urban Solutions – tapping the talents of urban youth”, 
Inclusion Resource Centre
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Workshop 3:

Structural dialogue and local participation

Youth participation is one of the main focuses of the EU youth 
strategy. In order to engage with the European project, young people 
need more opportunities and ways to bring in their interests, views 
and voices. Young people from a good-practice project (“Take Five”) 
and other examples will present positive experiences. What do we 
learn from such projects about maintaining the involvement of 
young people at regional level in European policy-making?

Chair: Ulrike Hiller, Plenipotentiary for European and Federal 
 Affairs of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen, member of the CoR

Panellists:
Michael Schwarz, Ministry for Social affairs, Children, Youth and 
Women, Free Hanseatic City of Bremen
Lieve Caluwaerts, Agency socio-cultural work for youth and adults – 
division Youth
Beat Rohner, President of the Youth Regional Network (YRN)

Workshop 4:

Instruments and scope of action for the regions in the EU youth 

strategy 

Good intentions are not enough – regions need enough resources 
and effective structures for effective local implementation of the EU 
youth strategy. The workshop provides good-practice examples from 
administrative settings and a platform for exchanging ideas on how 
to use EU programmes, with a particular focus on the EU’s 2014-
2020 budget period.

Chair: Helma Kuhn-Theis, Plenipotentiary for European Affairs, 
Ministry of Finance and European Affairs of the Saarland, member 
of the CoR 

Panellists:
Martina Münch, Minister for Education, Youth and Sport of 
Brandenburg
Laura Bacinskiene, Lithuanian Ministry for Social Security and 
Employment
Pascal Lejeune, European Commission, DG Education and  Culture

Networking lunch in the Atrium  

Reporting from the workshops

The chairs of the four workshops report briefly to the audience.  

Closing panel discussion

More chances for young people – what Europe should do.

 

The closing session will focus on the following questions: 
 _ How can young people be persuaded to see Europe as a common 
project, as an opportunity and a resource?

 _ What can political and civil society players at European and 
regional level do to communicate Europe and strengthen the 
involvement of young people and citizens in policy-making? 

 _ How can European youth policy help to build the future – a 
cosmopolitan, creative, intercultural and cohesive Europe?

 _ What are the main challenges for regions in building a European 
future for young people? 

Panel:
Krzysztof Lisek, Member of the European Parliament  
Anita Schneitl, “think tank policy for young women”, Salzburg
Karl-Heinz Lambertz, First Minister of the Government of the 
German-speaking Community of Belgium, member of the CoR
Wolfgang Schick, Regional Director for Youth Affairs, Region of 
Salzburg, Austria

1.30 – 2.30 p.m.

2.30 – 3 p.m.

3 – 4.30 p.m.

Moderation of the conference: Andreas Korn (ARTE, WDR)



Supported by

Organised by

The conference

Please apply online by Friday, 1 November 2013 to 
 http://selectsurvey-gen.cor.europa.eu/TakeSurvey.

aspx?SurveyID=p2237l8

Travelling expenses will be covered by the participants
themselves.

The venue

Committee of Regions,
Rue Belliard/Belliardstraat 99–101
1040 Brussels 

Contact

If you have any question regarding the conference please
contact Ulrike Wisser,  JUGEND für Europa  
 wisser@jfemail.de

Further information at  

 www.cor.europa.eu/youthstrategy

The conference will be held in German, English and French.

http://selectsurvey-gen.cor.europa.eu/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=p2237l8

